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Charity Tractor Road Run 
in aid of 
Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY) 

N THE LAST 

SUNDAY IN 

MAY, NINETY 

TRACTORS 
assembled at 
Church Farm to 
begin the Tractor 
Run. There were 

many supporters at the farm waving them off in glorious sunshine, sustained 
by bacon rolls and drinks provided by the Village Hall CommiƩee – £375 was 
raised for the Village Hall Maintenance Fund.  

The route went through Blyford Estate onto Holton, then into Halesworth and 
through more villages along the route, arriving at the playing field in Walpole 
for lunchƟme refreshments – supplied by the villagers of Walpole. 
 (conƟnued on page 3) 
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 (conƟnued from page 1) 
The Charity 
CRY is a NaƟonal UK Charity set up to help prevent young sudden cardiac 
deaths through awareness, screening, research, and supporƟng affected 
families. The money raised will be used locally to fund screening days and to 
promote awareness of the condiƟon. To date in total we have raised an 
amazing £2,026, the village of Walpole has generously given £400, and 
donaƟons are sƟll coming in. 

Thank you to: 
 Arthur for sorƟng out the route, and his team of stewards, for 

keeping everyone safe on the roads. 

 Karen, Mike, Susie, Sara and Donna for catering for us; we could not 
have managed without them. 

 Claas Manns of Halesworth for the loan of a tractor, and  Bill Kemball 
of WanƟsden Hall for the loan of his trailer. 

 the local landowners who gave permission for the tractors to use 
their many farm tracks. 

inally, thanks to everyone who supported us on the day to help make it 
such a wonderful success. Fran Desborough 
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Notes from the School 
Summer term news 

HE SUMMER TERM IS NOW FULLY UPON US, bringing with it brighter days, 
energy, and a sense of excitement across all our classrooms. This is always 

one of the busiest and most rewarding periods in our school calendar, and we 
have so much to look forward to over the coming weeks. 

 

ak Class were fortunate enough to take part in a glass clay workshop 
before half term. They have been learning about slavery and how 

“Freedom Quilts” were used to help slaves escape via the underground 
railroad. Oak Class imagined the landmarks that might help form an escape 
plan if they had been a slave in Wenhaston. They then designed their “quilt 

T
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square” but instead of making it in fabric they made it in glass, using a 
wonderful “glass clay.” I’m sure you will agree that their Ɵles look amazing. 

 

e were also excited to receive a visit from author, Guy Bass. He was 
hilariously funny and kept us all entertained, but at the same Ɵme was 

inspiraƟonal, and gave the children many pracƟcal Ɵps for their own wriƟng. 

 

 

ust before half term, one of our 
pupils, Francis, entered the 

Suffolk Young Speaker of the year 
award. We are really proud to 
announce that he won the inclusion 
category for his very informaƟve 
speech on living with allergies. 

 Jo Lockhart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARE YOU WORRIED about a child or family at Wenhaston Primary 
School?  

You can report in confidence by 
scanning the QR code. 

Mr Stone 

 
  

W

J

Francis, with his trophy 
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Notes from a Fluffy Garden 
OME DOWN TO THE MEADOW WITH ME. Sounds like the start of a saucy folk 
song but, maidens and swains aside, 

there really is a meadow here in the garden. 

It’s a small secƟon of the lawn – you know, 
that (mostly) green bit that is full of stuff very 
liƩle of which is actual grass, or so I thought. 

Anyway, the meadow is an uncut area which 
allows all and sundry to do their thing over 
the summer. In it I have, among others, ox-
eye daisies, hawk’s-beard, birdsfoot-trefoil, 
self-seeded geraniums that have bounced out 
of the flower beds, buƩercups, yarrow and 
numerous grasses . . . yes really, who knew?! 

I sit by my meadow with a cup of tea, the cats 
lie in it, enjoying the coolness, and all manner of flying, creeping and 
wriggling things make it their home. We love a bit of extra fluff for summer.
 Cherry Wilkinson 
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Wenhaston Walkers 
UR FIRST WALK IN JULY WILL BE ON TUESDAY 7TH, seƫng off at 10am from 
Wenhaston Village Hall. On Tuesday 21st July, Lesley and Alastair will lead 

the walk from The Plough & Sail, Snape MalƟngs IP17 1SP, starƟng out at 
10am; park to the right in the rear overflow car park, in order to gather 
together. Lunch can be ordered on the day. 

If you wish to add your name to the circulaƟon list, please email 
ipbigwood@bƟnternet.com Ian Bigwood 

 

Halesworth Library  
Summer activities 
 Wednesday 29th July 10-11am: a sports themed craŌ club. This is FREE, 

but booking required – contact the library to secure your place. 

 Friday 31st July: a chess taster session – drop in anyƟme between 2.30-
4.30pm. Whether you are a complete beginner or looking to develop your 
skills, we hope to see you there. 

 Wednesday 5th August: Mini Monsters at the library with their creepy 
crawly roadshow. £1 per child, booking required. Choose between our 
morning session 11.30am-12.30pm, or the aŌernoon session 1.30-
2.30pm. 

 Wednesday 12th August: local arƟst, Anita Andrews, a craŌ workshop 1-
3.pm. £1 per child, booking required. 

 Friday 21st August, 10am-3pm: Anita will be running an all day workshop 
showing children (aged 8+) how to create their own notebooks. Lunch 
provided. £1 per child, please book in advance. 

 Wednesday 26th August 10-11am: a rainbow fish craŌ club, FREE but 
booking required. 

The Reading Quest will be returning at the end of July – make sure you pop 
into the library to sign up and collect your casebook to carry you through the 
summer! 

 

O
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The Friends of Halesworth Library AGM 
The Annual General MeeƟng will be on Tuesday, 30th June 6.30pm, at the 
library.  Anybody may aƩend the meeƟng, but voƟng rights are restricted to 
the Friends. 

Copies of the agenda, the report of the trustees to members and accounts for 
the year to 31st March 2026, will be available for collecƟon from the library 
from 15th June. 

Following the formal business, there will be a panel discussion and audience 
Q&A reviewing the transiƟon of the library service to Suffolk County Council 
in 2025. We will also discuss the future projects and acƟviƟes of the Friends 
group under the new in-house provision. The panel will include Daniel 
Harvey, Library OperaƟons and Delivery Manager, Suffolk Community 
Libraries and Councillor AnneƩe Dunning, Suffolk County Councillor for the 
Halesworth Division and ambassador of the Library. Come along, share your 
views, and be part of the conversaƟon about the future of our library. 

 

 

 

  

Reading bench in the library garden 
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Mothers’ Union 
HE WORLDWIDE MOTHERS’ UNION IS CELEBRATING 150 years since its foundaƟon 
in 1874 and, as the birthday was the same date as our June meeƟng, the 

10th, we held a service in St Peter’s Church, as Wenhaston’s part in the 
celebraƟon. 

The service was led by Revd Edmund Smith, who is also one of our members. 
We sang favourite hymns,  and were accompanied by Jonathan on the organ. 
Felicity gave an appropriate reading, and Margaret Bloomfield led the 
Intercessions. It was good to have several members of other branches with 
us,  as well as friends from the St Peter’s congregaƟon and the village. The 
service was followed in the church by tea, cakes and lots of chat! 

My thanks go to Edmund, Jonathan, Margaret, and to everyone who helped 
in any way to make the aŌernoon both memorable and enjoyable. 

In July we shall be meeƟng in the garden at Spindleberry (hopefully!) to 
parƟcipate and appreciate the Wave of Prayer Service together. As always, 
this will be followed by our usual summer tea! 

Coffee Morning 
As part of the celebraƟons, branches have the opportunity to accept £5 from 
Mary Sumner House, and then to organise fund-raising events to increase the 
£5 to at least £50! 

Wenhaston Branch plans to do this by holding a Coffee Morning on 
Wednesday 29th July at Spindleberry, Narrow Way 
10.30am-12.30pm with a raffle, and a Bring and Buy stall 

Our aim is to increase our £5 to £150 and we invite everyone to come and 
join us! 

The money raised will be sent to Mary Sumner House, who will use it to 
conƟnue the tremendous Work that the MU does in so many countries in the 
world supporƟng families and children. 

Please do put the date in your diary and come and have coffee with us. 

 Margaret Goldstone 01502 478378 
  

T
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News from St Peter’s 
UR ANNUAL PLANT SALE WAS A GREAT SUCCESS. The weather was kind, the 
churchyard was buzzing with people buying plants and cakes, and taking 

part in the raffle. Any leŌover plants were transported to Margaret 
Goldstone’s garden, where she very kindly sold them to passers-by. The final 
total was just over £400 – thank you to all who made this possible. 

The APCM took place on 20th May and I am pleased to say that Jonathan will 
conƟnue as Church Warden, Anne as Secretary, and myself as Treasurer. We 
are so grateful for all that Jonathan does for us.    

CongratulaƟons to our curate, Edmund, who is being Priested on 27th June in 
St Edmundsbury Cathedral. Some of us hope to be able to join him for this 
special occasion. 

On 21st August we have been invited to join the Village Hall CommiƩee in 
puƫng on a quiz. We hope there will be lots of teams and that it will as 
entertaining as it usually is. More next month.  

 Margaret Bloomfield 01502478502 margaret@wrush.plus.com 

 
Services at St Peter’s in July 
Sunday 5th 10am Team Service at Halesworth 

Sunday 12th 10am  Joint Service with Methodists at St Peter’s 

Sunday 19th   10am  Holy Communion 

Sunday 26th 10am  Pause for Thought 
 

Methodist Church Services in July 
Sunday 5th 10.30am Mrs J Shiret 

Sunday 12th 10.00am  United Service at St Peter’s 

Sunday 19th 10.30am  Revd MarƟn Keenan 

Sunday 26th 10.30am  Mrs Sue Groome 
 

O
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FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS Wilder Wenhaston’s River Group has been 
measuring polluƟon levels in the Blyth and found the picture is not a preƩy 
one. The main culprit appears to be sewage treatment – both the treated 
effluent from sewage works (Halesworth, Wenhaston, Wangford and 
Southwold) and untreated sewage ‘spillages’. For an excellent overview of this 
naƟonal scandal, see Channel 4’s ‘Dirty Business’ broadcast a couple of 
months ago. 

So, what are we doing now?  We are running monthly ‘spot checks’ on the 
whole of the Blyth catchment, sampling 24 sites covering Blyth and its 
tributaries at the same Ɵme on one day, ensuring the same weather and river 
flow condiƟons to give us a snapshot of where the polluƟon is. This has been 
made possible by the addiƟon of several welcome volunteers from Laxfield, 

The River Blyth 
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HunƟngfield, Holton, and Blythburgh, as well as newcomers to our original 
Wenhaston team, enabling the group to cover the Blyth catchment from 
source to sea. 

We test for pH, conducƟvity, dissolved solids, ammonia, nitrate, 
phosphate, and the faecal bacteria E. coli. 

The maps here show levels of nitrate (a plant nutrient pollutant) and E. 
coli (faecal contaminaƟon indicator) measured at the end of May, and you 
can see there is a worrying degree of polluƟon along most of the non-Ɵdal 
Blyth and its tributaries. (conƟnued) 

PolluƟon ‘Spot-Checks’ 
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The Ɵdal estuary had acceptably lower levels of polluƟon,  not 
surprising as the large Ɵdal flow of saltwater in the estuary effecƟvely 
dilutes and washes out the pollutants from the river. 

E.coli contaminaƟon was very high downstream from the sewage 
overflow at Laxfield, close to the source of the Blyth, and below each of 
the sewage treatment works at Halesworth, Wenhaston and Wangford.  

Although E.coli is an inevitable component of effluent from our 
outdated sewage pipe network and treatment works, the high levels we 
have seen at Laxfield – a pumping staƟon overflow - is alarming. Even 
though recent rainfall in the area has been minimal for several weeks, 
discharge records show eight maintenance events on the ouƞlow pipe; 
totalling 38 hours, with 2 over 14 hours. 

Also extremely concerning are the high levels of E.coli polluƟon in the 
Holton tributary and upstream from the treatment works on the river 
Wang. 

Possible sources of faecal polluƟon in these parts of the rivers are: 

a) leakage from the mains sewer network,  

b) overflow from sepƟc tanks, 

or 

c) animal livestock.  We will be doing further work to idenƟfy them! 

 

The nitrate ‘hot-spots’ along the Blyth and Wang, other than 
downstream from treatment works, are likely to have come from 
similar sources, and/or nitrate ferƟlisers via run-off into ditches and 
streams. 

     So, what do we make of this? 

1. Are these results a one-off excepƟon? No: they fit the paƩern that 
our River Group has observed over the last three years of tesƟng. 

2. Should we be worried? Yes: apart from the immorality of polluƟng 
our vital water courses, polluƟon has a detrimental effect on the river 
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system’s plants and animals. Faecal/sewage polluƟon is a health risk to 
animals and humans coming into contact with river water. 

3. What can we do about it? 

 Report any obvious polluƟon to the Environment Agency (0800 80 
70 60) 

 Increase public and poliƟcal awareness to press for improvements. 

 Reduce our domesƟc waste polluƟon: use eco-friendly cleaning 
products and proper disposal of potenƟally damaging waste such 
as medicines). 

 

What next for our River Group? 

We plan to repeat this ‘spot-check’ tesƟng each month to October to build 
up a picture of polluƟon changes through the year, and to use the data to 
press the EA and Anglian water for improvement to our waste-treatment 
infrastructure. 

We will be using these results to help track down unauthorized sources of 
polluƟon and press those responsible to ensure they are remedied. 

And finally, the DNA from the E.coli in our samples will be analysed at the 
University of Suffolk using cuƫng-edge technology to see how virulent 
they are, and if they are capable of spreading anƟbioƟc resistance to other 
bacteria! 

 Wil Harvey for the Wilder Wenhaston River Group 

 wilderwenhaston@gmail.com  
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Dear Subscribers 
It’s Ɵme to think about renewing your Village Hall 100 Club membership. It 
costs £12 a year per number. 

You can do this in the following ways: 

 BACS transfer to Wenhaston Village Hall 100 club account 
30-13-64 
16021468 
Use your name as a reference and if possible, email one of us to let us 
know that’s how you have paid. 

 Cheque made payable to Wenhaston Village Hall 100 Club, handed to 
Jane at the Post Office, in an envelope clearly marked with your name. 

 Cash in an envelope, as above. 

Some people have already set up automaƟc payments so need to do nothing. 

Changes 
The following changes will take place from September 2026: 

 As Lloyds are now charging us for cheques, we are going to encourage 
everyone to pay their subs and receive their prizes through BACS. We 
realise that some people may want to conƟnue to receive or give 
cheques, and this opƟon will be available for those who wish to do so. 
Cash subscripƟons will sƟll be accepted. 

 There will be one prize of £60 a month and a Christmas prize of £120.  

If you are a current subscriber and do not wish to conƟnue from September, 
please let us know well in advance. 

Any new members are welcome, contact the administrators for more 
informaƟon: Elaine PoƩer 07577431350  PoƩer375@hotmail.com 
 Angela Corsan 07878 241258 angela.corsan@hotmail.co.uk 
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Winners for June 

HE DRAW WAS MADE at the Ladies’ Coffee Morning and we are delighted to 
announce the winners: 

1st prize £37.50 J Baker 
2nd prize £22.50 Hazel Sacco 
3rd prize £15.00 Fay Sweet 

 Elaine and Angela 

 
 

 

 

 

Wenhaston Village Hall 
Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 8 July 

10.30 – 11.30am 

£2.50 for coffee/tea, something to eat, and a chat 

Every second Wednesday of the month 
Look forward to seeing you all 
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Produce & Craft Market 

Saturday  
25th July 2026 

 

10am – 12.30pm 
In the Village Hall IP19 9EP 


A wide and ever-changing range of local foods and produce, 

crafts, plants, home baking and pre-loved treasures. 

 
New stallholders always welcome…Stall Fee £10  

To book your stall (provided) contact: 
 

Carol  
Tel: 01502 478732 or  

Email: caz-mike@outlook.com 
Raising funds for Village Hall maintenance 

 

WENHASTON 
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Ian Poole Decorating 
 

Painting & Wallpapering 
Hand-painted kitchens & furniture 

Reliable & Insured 
Tel: 01502 710257 / 07952022436 
decor@ipooledecorator.co.uk 
 

Confused by technology? 

 
 

LAPTOPS & PRINTERS • Need to 
upgrade to Windows 11? • Want a new or 
refurbished PC or Mac? • Printing 
problems? • Viruses and scams?  
SMART PHONES & SMART TVS • Need a 
new phone or TV? • First time setup help 
• How to transfer data to a new phone 
WiFi • Keep losing WiFi signal? • Want 
better coverage in the house or garden?  

Text or call Ant on 07494 764099 
 

ant@techsmart.help 
 

Other services available at 
https://techsmart.help/ 

 

EcoChimneysweep 
 
 

NACS registered & fully insured 
Certificates issued 

 

All types of chimneys/flues swept 
Stove servicing 

 

Mob 07534971654 
leighturrell@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
Do you have a local business? 

Why not advertise in the Wenhaston Warbler  
and reach every home in the village 

 
For more information and prices email 

warbler.ads@gmail.com 
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Delivery Services 

Available within 12 miles 
Fast Turnaround, Friendly Service 

 

wenhastonlaundry@gmail.com 
 

WhatsApp: 07418641664 
Facebook: Wenhaston 

Laundry Services 

 
MRWCF 
Electrical 

Domestic and Commercial 
Rewiring, extra sockets, 
inspection and testing. 
24 hour call out. Free 

estimates 
City & Guilds qualified 

 

Tel. 01502 478473 
Matthew 07884 477110 
William 07717 176655 
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MOTOR ENGINEERING 
LTD 

Wash Lane, Back Rd, Wenhaston 
Tel 01502 478642 

Email: paul@pjn-motor.co.uk 

FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL 
VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 

MOT for cars & bikes classes I, II and IV 
Car Servicing 

CAM Belt & Clutch Replacement 
www.pjn-motor.co.uk 

For a Personal, Friendly Service 
please contact Paul Nolloth 

 

 

Karl Andrews 
Painter & Decorator 

 

Qualified City & Guilds 
30+ Years’ Experience 

 
01986 874926 
07825622477 

karlandrews603@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Heathside  
Stores 

 

Blackheath Road 
Wenhaston 

 
01502 478747 

 

EV CHARGER AVAILABLE 
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 building & carpentry 
  conversions  renovations  alterations 
 

David Cox 
t: 07813 004180  

e: chipentree@aol.com 
 
48 Lowestoft Road, Reydon IP18 6RF 

 

 
All appliances catered for including 

wood burners & Agas 
Now based in Wenhaston 

Professional service at great rates. 
Fully insured.  

Call Steve on 07919 258206    
01502 478040 (answerphone only) 

srosbrook1@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
 

Your Local Property Experts 
for Architecture, Design & 
Planning Advice 

 

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
 

Tel: 01502 578421 
 

southwoldbuildinganddesign@gmail.com 
 

www.southwoldbuildinganddesign.co.uk 
 

Find us on Facebook 
 

 

 

Specialist legal advice  
in Southwold 
 

Residential Property 
Commercial Property 
Wills & Powers of Attorney 
Probate 
Notarial Services 
 

Tel 01502 724750 
MANTINS.CO.UK 

 

  

Allen’s 
Clean 
Sweep 
Established 43 

years 
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WOOLNOUGH  

CONTRACTORS LTD 

COMPETITIVE PRICES on 
SAND, GRAVEL, AGGREGATES & 

PLANT HIRE 
Call 01502 478894 or 07702 139291 

Fast Friendly service 

 

THE STAR INN 
Opening times: 

TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 
12pm-3pm & 6pm-9pm 

SUNDAY 
12pm-4pm 

 

Live music 1-4pm Sunday 
Tel:  01502 478240 

 
Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Piano, 
Keyboard, Recorder, Concertina, 
Melodeon, Piano Accordion, Tin 

Whistle, Lever Harp 
 

Tuition & Performance 

Marie Young 
CTABRSM ATCL LTCL 

07917 484161 

NATHAN HUNT 
TREE SERVICES 

Professional Arborist 
Fully qualified & insured 

All aspects of tree work undertaken. 
Professional tree inspector: tree surveys, 

insurance reports and health & safety 
assessments 

Tel 07900 734 124    

nathan.khan15@gmail.com 
 

 

Wenhaston Warbler 
Co-editors: Gill FrosƟck, Hilary Jeffrey, Janet Wagon 
welcome contribuƟons to: wenhastonwarbler@gmail.com 
or for adverts: warbler.ads@gmail.com 
Deadline for entries: 15th of the month. 
(except for December and for February when it is the 12th). 
Please send contribuƟons either in an email, or as an email aƩachment  
in MS Word format, and keep arƟcles to below 400 words. 
Photographs will print in black and white, so there may be loss of quality. 
Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Warbler. 
The editors reserve the right to shorten or amend arƟcles. 
We try our best not to make mistakes, but someƟmes they do happen. 


