
 

February 2025 

Wenhaston Warbler 

Valentines Vibe Night 
in the Village Hall 

Friday 14th February 7.00pm–11.00pm 

Tickets £12.00 
Including Valentine Cocktail 
Music by Local Group Table 9   

Bar open and Food available to purchase 
 
 

Tickets from Jane at the Post Office 
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(No Tickets for Sale on the Night) 

 



3 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY a big thank you for all the condolence messages and 
support we have received, following the sad passing of both Brian and Jane 
last year. 

Brian lived in Wenhaston all his life, Jane joining him in the village when they 
married in December 1960, when they set up the Paint Shop in The Street. 
Villagers will recall seeing Brian in his liƩle white van doing deliveries or 
taking his prize fuchsias up to the garden show in the Village Hall. 

They reƟred and shut the shop on 31st August 2002, aŌer serving the village 
community for nearly 42 years, even geƫng a photo and menƟon in the 
Guardian with the decline of village stores. 

We would also like to thank Wil Harvey, who has since done a lovely painƟng 
of them both outside their shop (above), a copy of which is hopefully going up 
in the Village Hall, a lovely way for us, and for the village, to remember them.  
 Wendy, Paul and Jay 

 

Wenhaston Walks 
UST THE ONE, local, walk in February. We will set off from Wenhaston Village 
Hall at 10am on Tuesday, 4th. If you wish to add your name to the 

circulaƟon list, please email ipbigwood@bƟnternet.com  

 Heather Phillips  01502 478545 

 

J

BRIAN NOLLOTH 
DIED 

 1ST MAY 2024 

JANE NOLLOTH  
DIED 

26TH JULY 2024 
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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15TH  2025 

Wenhaston Village Hall 

The second of our films is about 
Land, Farming and Soil 

The inspiring story of BriƟsh farmers standing 
up against the industrial food system and 
transforming the way they produce food – to 
heal the soil, benefit our health and provide 
                    for local communiƟes. 

Chair: Alan Miller, with introduction from Glenn Buckingham, 
farm manager for Helmingham Estate Farms 

and current chairman of Suffolk NFU 

Film length is 1 hour 36 minutes, followed by Q & A session 
Door and Bar open at 6.30 for 7pm start 

 Payment by donaƟon on the night (recommended £5 per person) 
Please email us at wilderwenhaston@gmail.com for further details or 
quesƟons. Ann Follows and Geraldine Lines 
 

Wilder Wenhaston 
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Let’s Be CreaƟve Again in 2025! 
Footpath Art 3 

O YOU REMEMBER when we created our first Footpath Art displays during 
lockdown, when we were all  apprehensive and bored and needed 

something to distract us? We built extraordinary structures out of what we 
could find in the surroundings of Vicarage Grove, Grove Piece and Malster’s 
LiƩle Field and displayed them on the paths that we all walk along while 
exercising our dogs, our children and ourselves. 

We used twigs, leaves, pebbles, dead moss, feathers to create these weird 
and wonderful  natural structures, oŌen wiƩy, someƟmes beauƟful, into a 

treasure trail for other walkers to look 
out for and enjoy. We repeated it again, 
three years ago, Now let’s do it again! 

Since Christmas, the weather has been 
biƩer, though perhaps by the Ɵme you 
read this, it may be milder, given our 
unpredictable English winters. Whatever 
February has in store, we all need 
encouragement to leave our warm 
homes and go out and face it. The land in 
winter is parƟcularly beauƟful: the leaf-
less trees show their intricate structures, 

the colours of the land are sepia, the 
frost outlines the furrows of the fields, 
the pale sun shines through mist. So 
while you’re out walking, have a go at 
creaƟng a ‘sculpture’ yourself, 
collecƟng anything you can find to 
build it along those paths through 
Vicarage Grove, Grove Piece and 
Malster’s (reached – and signposted – 
from the Bramfield Road). You may even find some there already! 

As before, the most striking creaƟons will appear on our website and in the 
next issue of the Warbler. 

D 
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News from St Peter’s Pightle, Blyth Woods’ recent acquisiƟon for the village: 
We are very grateful to the Parish Council for their generous donaƟon. This 
will provide funding for the new children’s nursery. 

On 18th December the group planted 820 hedging trees along the far border 
and in the gap at the end of the path to the Bramfield Road. Quite a feat in 
three hours! More work was carried out on 6th January. 

Regular planƟng work parƟes open to everyone will now conƟnue every two 
weeks. Another will take place on Monday 27th January from 10am. All very 
welcome to help. No experience needed, equipment provided. To reach the 
Pightle, walk from Church Lane and along the path at its end. Check the next 
Warbler for further dates and Ɵmes.   

 Patricia EllioƩ  blythwoods1@gmail.com blythwoods.org 

 

New Year’s Day Bird Challenge 
Wilder Wenhaston 

HAT A START TO THE NEW YEAR – it was the weather that gave the biggest 
challenge – 40+ mph winds and at Ɵmes torrenƟal rain. Nine teams 

took part with four, having looked at the weather forecast, opƟng to do the 
garden bird watch. The other five hardy souls braved the elements to scour 
the rest of the village for as many species as possible, before the weather 
made it impossible to see anything through the pouring rain. 

Amazingly a total of 58 species were seen or heard, with the winning village 
watch team of Kate and Myles Archibald reaching a score of 52, some 18 
more than the next team. Rumour has it the Landrover worked as a 
waterproof hide at Ɵmes, but well done for persevering through the day. The 
garden prize was won by the Alder family, with a total of 19 species seen 
whilst staying dry! 

No surprises in that every team recorded wood pigeon, great and blue Ɵt and 
ironically the winning team missed the grey heron and bullfinches that others 
saw literally 100m from their home. As one team member said, they wouldn’t 
have ventured out in such awful weather had it not been for the challenge, 
but such is the lure of compeƟƟon. Alan Miller  07493 622952 

 

W
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WENHASTON 
Produce & Craft Market 

Saturday  
 29th March 2025 

10am – 12.30pm 
In the Village Hall IP19 9EP 

A wide and ever-changing range of local  

foods and produce, crafts, plants, home 

baking and pre-loved treasures. 
 
 

New stallholders always welcome…Stall Fee £8 

To book your stall (provided) contact: 
Carol  

Tel: 01502 478732 
Email: caz-mike@outlook.com 

 

Raising funds for Village Hall maintenance 
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Winners for January 

HE DRAW WAS MADE at the Ladies’ Coffee Morning and we are delighted to 
announce the winners: 

1st prize £37.50  Janet Wickwar 
2nd prize £22.50 Sarah MCLaughlin 
3rd prize £15.00 Terry Grimwade 

It's never too late to sign up! A chance to win a prize costs just £1 a month –  
our accounƟng year starts in September so, for anyone wishing to join now, 
the fee is £7 for the period to end August 2025. There are a few spaces leŌ. 
We welcome new members – contact the promoters, or get a form from the 
Post Office (thank you Jane), where details of how to pay can be found. Thank 
you for supporƟng the Village Hall in this way and having a chance to be a 
monthly winner. Don’t forget, as well as the usual December prizes, there is a 
Xmas Bonus Prize of £50 to be won! All enquiries please phone: 
 Elaine on 07577431350 or Angela on 07878241258 

 

 

Wenhaston Village Hall 
Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 12th February 

10.30 – 11.30am 

£2.50 for coffee/tea, something to eat, and a chat 

Every second Wednesday of the month 
Look forward to seeing you all 

  

T
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Feeling the winter chill? 
You’re always guaranteed a Warm Welcome at Halesworth Library 

OT DRINKS ARE STILL AVAILABLE for everyone at the library, so please pop in to 
see us and we’ll put the keƩle on. 

The Friends of Halesworth Library will be hosƟng a Quiz at the library on 
Wednesday 5th February at 7.15pm for 7.30pm. Teams of 4 - £12 (£3 each) 
and we will match up teams if individuals cannot fill a table. ParƟcipants 
should bring their own nibbles and drinks. 

On Thursday 20th February at 2.30pm, The Friends of Halesworth Library 
welcomes author Ann Shearer for this month’s book talk. Ann Shearer worked 
for The Guardian on and off for 20 years. Since then, she has been a Jungian 
analyst and psychotherapist, engrossed in stories people tell about 
themselves. Her books reflect these interests, from ‘Disability: Whose 
Handicap?’ (1981) to ‘Why Don’t Psychotherapists laugh?’ (2016). Talks and 
refreshments are free, but donaƟons are always welcome. 

If you have liƩle ones at home, join us every Tuesday 10.00-11.30am for our 
free Rhyme Time & Play session to sing fun songs followed by free play with 
our toys. We also hold a Time Out group for older people every Wednesday 
10am to make new friends and chat over a cup of tea. There are also two 
sessions of Sociable Sundays on 9th and 23rd February 10.30-12.30pm and 
Board Games Cafe is 24th February 2-4.30pm, both hosted and run by 
volunteers of the Friends of Halesworth Library. 

You can find advice drop-ins from East Suffolk Council Customer services 
every Tuesday 10-4pm and Barclays Bank on Wednesdays 9am-5pm. CiƟzens 
Advice have a drop-in every other Tuesday 10am-12 noon – please ask a 
member of staff for future dates. 

Did you know that the library can deliver books to your home? If you’re 
unable to visit us at the library, one of our volunteers can come to you. Please 
contact us on 01986 875095 for further informaƟon. Catherine Draper 

H
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Open Garden 
 for snowdrops, hellebores 

and other early gems 
SUNDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 2025  

11AM TO 4PM 
at 

THE LABURNUMS 
ST JAMES SOUTH ELMHAM 

SUFFOLK, IP19 0HN 
Adults £4    Children 50p  

In aid of local chariƟes 
 

 

Whatever the weather  
come and enjoy the  garden 
along with 

hot drinks, cakes, 
hot soup and crusty bread 
(GF available on request). 

As featured in 
GARDEN NEWS, 
EAST ANGLIAN DAILY TIMES 
AND LOCAL RADIO 
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Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
The Birds of North Carolina 

N A BITTERLY COLD JANUARY evening, the Southwold and Blyth group of the 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust gathered to hear Simon Thompson’s illustrated talk 

on the birds of North Carolina. Originally from Suffolk, and now returned 
here, Simon lived for thirty years in North Carolina, observing the wildlife, 
travelling extensively, and running birding tours around the world, which he 
conƟnues to do. This part of America is not oŌen on the BriƟsh tourist trail, 
and it was fascinaƟng to learn more about it.  North Carolina has three 
geographical areas: the Mountains, the Piedmont Plateau, and the Coastal 
Plain, and each area is rich in birdlife. The forested mountains are home to 
many species whose general names we recognise – warbler, robin, waxwing, 
siskin – but whose bright colours and songs are completely different.  Many 
are migrant species from the tropics. The Northern Saw-whet Owl was a par-
Ɵcular favourite. The lower Piedmont, with more open farmland and longleaf 
pines, has the grassland species and wildfowl – sparrows, woodpeckers, teal, 
but again with bright colouraƟons. The Coastal Plain has huge marshlands and 
lakes, as well as sandy shorelines and barrier islands. The area aƩracts a wide 
variety of water fowl, such as rails, oystercatchers and plovers, and vast 
numbers of snow geese and other migrant seabirds. Offshore there are storm 
petrels and shearwaters. 

It was a relaxed and enjoyable evening, and although it ended with a look at 
the devastaƟon caused by Hurricane Helene in September last year, we were 
leŌ with the posiƟve message that nature will heal itself over Ɵme.

 

UR NEXT MEETING is on Thursday, February 13th, at 7.30pm. Anne Westover 
will talk about A Life Working in Landscape, with a passion for trees and 

hedgerows.  

Please note that this will be held at  Reydon Village Hall, LowestoŌ Road, 
Reydon IP19 9EQ. Entrance is £4, which includes refreshment. Under 25s 
free. All are welcome. Penny Mansfield swtblythvalley@gmail.com 
  

O

O
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Methodist Church Services in February 
Sunday 2nd 10.30am Revd Iain McKillop 
Sunday 9th 10.30am  Revd Robert Soanes 
Sunday 16th 10.30am  Revd Clive Sutcliffe 
Sunday 23rd 10.30am  Mrs Sue Groome 
Please join us 

St Peter’s Church 
HERE IS NOT MUCH to report in quiet January.  It has been lovely to see the 
blue skies and crisp frosty ground. We are lucky so far in that we have 

come off lightly as far as winter is concerned. I hope I am not speaking too 
soon.  Margaret Bloomfield 

Services in February 
Sunday 2nd 10.00am Team Service at Halesworth 
Sunday 9th 10.30am  United Service at Methodist Church 
Sunday 16th 10.00am  Holy Communion 
Sunday 23rd 10.00am  Pause for Thought 

News from the School 
BACK BY POPULAR demand… we are running our very own 
community kitchen again this year. 

This year sees the return of the popular ‘Soup Kitchen.’  
Come and enjoy a delicious homemade lunch made by 
the children. 

Look out for booking informaƟon and further details in 
the next ediƟon of the Warbler … 

  

T
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Mothers’ Union 
S IS OUR TRADITION we started the New Year with a Communion Service in 
the schoolroom at the Methodist Chapel, and we were extremely 

pleased that The Revd Gini was able to lead this service for us. We shall all 
miss Gini when she leaves us, and our love and prayers go with her as she 
adjusts to different circumstances. 

Next month we are making Christmas cards (for Christmas 2025!) for 
prisoners who will be in prison in Suffolk during Christmas. We are making 
these under guidance, using all the Cards which we received this year! This is 
something which the MU in the Diocese has now been doing for many years 
and the Cards are very much appreciated by the prisoners. 

We are all very pleased to learn that The Revd Alison, who is an acƟve 
member of our branch, has recently been asked to become a Trustee of MU 
in the Diocese and has accepted. Our prayers are with her in this new 
posiƟon, a job which we are all sure she will do with her usual caring, love 
and efficiency.  Margaret Goldstone 01502 478378 

 

Wenhaston Village Hall 
Bacon Rolls morning 

Wednesday 26th February 10.00 – 11.30am 

Your chance to enjoy a bacon roll served with 
mugs of proper coffee or tea for only £3. A great 
place to meet people for a chat. A great place to 

meet old friends and make new ones. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

 

  

A 
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Wenhaston One Suffolk website 
Wenhastonmells-pc.govuk 

UST A QUICK REMINDER that you can find about what’s happening on the 
village website – 
 Parish council meeƟngs 
 Village Hall details 
 Village life and interest groups 
 Events 
 Warbler ediƟons  

It’s parƟcularly useful if you don’t use Facebook or look at the posters round 
the village. 

If you are involved in a group or acƟvity, it’s helpful if you can that the 
informaƟon is up-to-date.  

Details and posters of upcoming events are always welcomed. Roger Claxton 

 

Village Hall Café – Bakers Wanted ! 
WE ARE LOOKING for people who would be interested in making cakes and 
savouries for our cafe which is on Saturday morning. 

We pay £9 for a cake and £8 for 12 Sausage Rolls, 12 Cheese Scones and any 
other kind of sweet or savoury item. 

For further informaƟon please contact: Sara McLaughlin on: 07919178014 

 

Editors’ notes 
NOT A VERY CHEERFUL START to the year, but at least we have spring to look 
forward to and the chance that the temperature will get into double figures. As 
always, we welcome all your stories and pictures, so please keep them coming. 
The closing date for arƟcles for the March ediƟon is Wednesday 12th February 
(as it is a short month) to be sent to the usual address: 
wenhastonwarbler@gmail.com 

  

J
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We specialise in fine wines for drinking 
from around the world 

Bordeaux, Burgundy, Rhone, Sauternes, Rioja, 
Vintage Port, Champagne and more... 

by the bottle or case 

Knowledgeable staff, friendly advice 
 

We look forward to welcoming you! 
 

 

   OPEN 
Tues - Friday 
10am - 6pm 
Saturday 
10am - 4p 

 

 

 

01502 473 473 - contact@suffolkcellar.com 
Online: suffolkcellar.com 

 

Visit us at: Red House Farm, Hinton 
 just off A12, South of Blythburgh, IP17 3RF 

 Plenty of Free Parking 
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Mobile: 07951303528 
landscape2build.mb@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Extensions 

Timber Frame Structures 

Patios, Block Paving 
Decking, Fencing 

Property Maintenance 

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
WENHASTON WARBLER PLEASE 

EMAIL US AT 
warbler.ads@gmail.com 

 
 

A PET’S BEST FRIEND 
Animal Sitting 

Occasional & casual dog walking 

SARAH GRIMWOOD 

9 Bigod Close, Halesworth 

Tel 01986 873 592 

Mob: 07895 025 174 
frary8sr@btinternet.com 

 

 

building and carpentry 

 conversions 

 renovations 

 alterations 
Tel 01502 724293 

 

 

MRWCF 
Electrical 

 

Domestic and Commercial 
Rewiring, extra sockets, 
inspection and testing. 
24 hour call out. Free 

estimates 
City & Guilds qualified 

 

Tel. 01502 478473 
Matthew 07884 477110 
William 07717 176655  
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All appliances catered for including 

wood burners & Agas 
Now based in Wenhaston 

Professional service at great rates. 
Fully insured.  

Call Steve on 07919 258206    
01502 478040 (answerphone only) 

srosbrook1@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
 

Your Local Property Experts 
for Architecture, Design & 
Planning Advice 

 

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
 

Tel: 01502 578421 
 

southwoldbuildinganddesign@gmail.com 
 

www.southwoldbuildinganddesign.co.uk 
 

Find us on Facebook 
 

 

Specialist legal advice  
in Southwold 
 

Residential Property 
Commercial Property 
Wills & Powers of Attorney 
Probate 
Notarial Services 
 

Tel 01502 724750 
MANTINS.CO.UK 
 

 
 

Allen’s 
Clean 
Sweep 

Established 43 years 
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MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD 
Wash Lane, Back Rd, Wenhaston 

Tel 01502 478642 
Email: paul@pjn-motor.co.uk 

FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL 
VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 

MOT for cars & bikes classes I, II and IV 
Car Servicing 

CAM Belt & Clutch Replacement 
www.pjn-motor.co.uk 

For a Personal, Friendly Service 
please contact Paul Nolloth 

 

Karl Andrews 
Painter & 
Decorator 

Qualified City & 
Guilds 

30 Years’ Experience 
01986 874926 
07825622477 

karlandrews603@gmail.com 
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Steven Howlett 

SJ Floor Fitting Service 

sjfloorfittingservice@gmail.com 

07359813204 

All types of flooring fitted 

18 years’ experience 
 

THE STAR INN 
Opening times: 

TUESDAY TO SATURDAY  
12pm-3pm & 6pm-9pm         

SUNDAY  
12pm-4pm 

 

Live music 1-4pm Sunday 
Tel:  01502 478240 

 
 

EASE WELLNESS 
Your local nutritionist 

Personalised diet plans to help you 
feel your best. 

30% off your first session and plan 
Contact Sally on: 07792144009  

Email: easewellness.uk@gmail.com 
 

 

WOOLNOUGH CONTRACTORS LTD 
 

COMPETITIVE PRICES on 
SAND, GRAVEL, AGGREGATES & PLANT HIRE 

Call 01502 478894 or 07702 139291 
Fast Friendly service 

 

Ian Poole Decorating 
Painting, Tiling & Wallpapering 

Hand-painted kitchens & furniture 
Reliable & Insured 

Tel: 01502 710257 / 07952022436 
decor@ipooledecorator.co.uk 

Adam and Barbara Gill 
Your local carpet and  
upholstery cleaners  
Environmentally aware 
Tel. 01502 377427 

 
 

Eco Chimneysweep 
 

NACS registered & fully insured 
Certificates issued 

 

All types of chimneys/flues swept 
Stove servicing 

 

Mob 07534971654 
leighturrell@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Piano, 
Keyboard, Recorder, Concertina, 
Melodeon, Piano Accordion, Tin 

Whistle, Lever Harp  
Tuition & Performance. 

Marie Young 

CTABRSM ATCL LTCL 

07917 484161 

 
 
 

Storm Furniture (Bramfield) 
Handmade furniture & cabinetry, 
freestanding & fitted. Traditional 

bespoke joinery in hard & soft timbers. 
 

Call Terry 07969240523 
Email: terry@storm-furniture.co.uk 

NATHAN HUNT TREE SERVICES 
Professional Arborist  

Fully qualified & insured 
All aspects of tree work undertaken. Professional 

tree inspector: tree surveys, insurance reports and 
health & safety assessments  

Tel 07900 734 124    
nathan.khan15@gmail.com 


