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                        January 2024 

Wenhaston Warbler 

 

Happy New Year to all 
Wenhastonians!  
As we begin 2024 we’d like to 
thank all our past contributors and 
advertisers, and we look forward 
to carrying on working with you all. 
We’d like to give special thanks to 
the little squad of volunteers who 
pick up the Warbler from the 
printers, and go out to deliver it to 
your homes. Thanks to all! 
There are so many people who 
keep village activities and amenties 
alive. Just one example are all 
those who put up the lovely Xmas 
tree in the village hall car park. It’s 
a lovely sight.            The editors 
 

 
We are back to the 15th January deadline for your next 
items, as ever to wenhastonwarbler@gmail.com 
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The Moldova Project 

Moldova is one of the poorest countries in eastern Europe. It is 
sandwiched between Romania and Ukraine. It has very little and needs 
support itself, but it is sheltering and caring for Ukrainian refugees. 
The Moldova Project is based in Horham in Suffolk and regularly sends 
out truck loads of aid to Moldova.  
Do you have any preloved warm clothes you or your family no longer 
need or use that are taking up cupboard space and could go to 
Moldova? The Moldova Project also sends toiletries, nappies, dried 
and tinned food, blankets, sleeping bags and other household items. 
Times are very difficult but if you think you could help with any of 
these things or wonder if you have something that could be useful, 
please ring Jo on 01502478600. 
PLEASE NO JUMBLE. Preloved items must be clean and have life left in 
them to warrant sending them 1500 miles across Europe.  
Thank you.                                                                                           Jo Small 

Suffolk Local History Council 

Our volunteer History Recorder for some years, Mr. Lyn Gedny, has 
sought new pastures and has moved from Wenhaston. We wish him 
well, but we now need a volunteer to carry on this very useful activity. 
Administered by The Suffolk Local History Council, volunteers ensure 
that the 'present' is adequately recorded at local level for the future. 
A Local Recorder will note significant events in our parish and collect 
copies of the Wenhaston Warbler, leaflets, election pamphlets, 
newspaper cuttings and any other items of interest. At the end of each 
year volunteers are asked to submit a short report summarising the 
activities of the parish. All reports are deposited at the Suffolk Record 
Office and are available to future researchers. 
If you are interested, please visit www.slhc.org.uk, click on 'Recorders', 
then click on 'Recorders Pack' in the text on the left-hand side and you 
will see the guidelines. It is not necessary to be a historian and you 

http://www.slhc.org.uk/
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need no other qualifications apart from being interested in the parish 
of Wenhaston with Mells Hamlet. You can also contact: 
recorders@slhc.org.uk  Or, contact Peter Wildish on Tel: 01728 
652836 for advice on getting started. 

 
Surveying the Blyth 

 
Over the last several months, Wilder Wenhaston (River Group) has been 
monitoring chemical and bacterial pollution in the Blyth and its tributaries. 
Our findings show significant pollution. So, to help restore and maintain a 
healthy river, we want to understand the impact of this pollution on the 
Blyth’s ecology. The proposal is to assemble a team(s) to survey and monitor 
the ecological status of the Blyth and tributaries at regular intervals. This 
could comprise sub-groups with interests in e.g.  river mammals, insects, 
plants, birds, fish etc. Although there have been some studies (e.g. by the 
Environment Agency and Suffolk Wildlife Trust) in the past, it will be  useful 
to assemble an ‘Ecological Map’ of the waterways in the Blyth catchment 
area so we can track progress. 
Expertise: There are several established guides and ‘check-lists’ for this kind 
of monitoring - most are easily accessible on line – and, importantly, these 
are designed to be used by non-professional ‘Citizen Scientists’. However, 
there are many helpful organisations (Rivers Trust, RSPB, Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust, Environment Agency, etc etc.) and several local residents who do have 
professional expertise that we can tap.  
Access:  A significant proportion of the river is accessible to the public by 
footpaths, and many farms in the Blyth Valley Farm Cluster have kindly 
offered to allow access to the river on their farmland. 
Social:  This kind of monitoring lends itself to being a social activity, and 
hopefully would incorporate the ethos of walking/rambling and similar 
groups. 
Local interest: A valuable spin-off from this should be to raise local 
awareness and hopefully involve groups such as local schools. 
Please let me know (harveys@care4free.net) if you would like to know more, 
and if you have any specific area(s) of interest. If there is sufficient response, I 
will organise a meeting in the New Year. 
                                                             Wil Harvey, Wilder Wenhaston River Group 

mailto:recorders@slhc.org.uk
mailto:harveys@care4free.net
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Overgrown Hedgerows 

The happy combination of sunshine and rain this year has resulted in a 
healthy growth of vegetation. It has been so healthy that some hedges 
are now causing concern for pedestrians and drivers of vehicles. In 
places, our already narrow lanes have been further reduced in width 
by the encroachment of hedgerows which are causing drivers the 
inability to see other road users. Also, some bushes next to pavements 
are forcing pedestrians to walk in the road. It would therefore be most 
helpful if those owning overgrown vegetation to trim it appropriately 
to retain visibility and safety within our village. Thank you. Note: 
Without being alarmist, it has been known for East Suffolk County 
Council to trim roadside hedges and then present the owner with an 
invoice for the work!                                                          Peter Wildish  
 
 
 

100 Club 

Here are the results of the December draw including the Christmas prize: 

Xmas prize £50 ticket 168 Jenny Baxter 

1st prize £37.50 ticket number 1 David Potter 

2nd prize £22.50 ticket number 42 Margaret Goldstone 

3rd prize £15.00 ticket number 18 Mac McKeown 

 

Elaine Potter 
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Heathside Lodges Wins Top Tourism Award 

Heathside Lodges was crowned Best Small Lodge Escape destination in 
the East of England, in staycation specialists, Hoseasons, 17th Annual 
Awards. These celebrate those holiday destinations in the company’s 
UK portfolio that have achieved the highest scores in independent 
customer satisfaction surveys in 2023. 
Commenting after the awards were announced during a ceremony at 
Celtic Manor Resort, in Newport, James and Karen Wright, owners of 
Heathside Lodges, said: “We are very proud of this award – not just 
because it’s nice to be voted the best at what we do, but also because 
it’s a reflection of the hard work the team puts into looking after our 
guests. They do a fantastic job when it comes to providing excellent 
holiday experiences and that’s why we have so many happy 
customers.’                     
Well done to all the team at Heathside Lodges. 

 
Wenhaston Walks 

Just the one, local, walk in January. We will set off from Wenhaston 
Village Hall at 10am on Tuesday, 2nd  - enough time to have recovered 
from the New Year revelries! If you wish to add your name to the 
circulation list, please email ipbigwood@btinternet.com  
Best wishes for 2024.                                   Heather Phillips (01502 478545) 
 

St Peter’s Church News 

If it’s not too late, all at St Peter’s Church wish the readers a very 
happy and blessed Christmas.  We also wish you a happy and healthy 
New Year and hope you will all have a good 2024. 
Many, many, thanks to all the kind people who gave me gifts for the 
Tombola at the Bazaar.  It was very enjoyable and we were able to 
raise £75 for church funds. 
As I write, we are looking forward to our Carol Service on Friday 22nd 
December at 7pm.  We are hoping lots of people will join us and have a 

mailto:ipbigwood@btinternet.com
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good sing.  The collection will be sent to the Children’s Society. Also 
our Christmas Eve Service is at 8pm.  All welcome. 
For January Services,  see posters.                   Margaret Bloomfield 
 

 

Can’t get to church anymore? We 

can help you stay connected…. 

For health or mobility reasons, some people struggle to get to church. 
During winter months some people find they can’t cope with the cold 
in some of our churches. Other people can’t get to church because 
they are working or caring for a family member. Blyth Valley Churches 
offer several ways you can continue to worship with us. 
1. Online Worship.  

- Our Sunday morning services and our Wednesday midweek 
Holy Communion services can be watched online via YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/@halesworthparish  

- There are regular services most days of the week:  
Monday and Sunday evenings  
9.30pm Night prayer / Compline on the Blyth Valley Churches 
Facebook page.                                                 Search:- 
blythvalleychurchessuffolk  
Tuesday – Saturday  
Morning and Evening Prayer from St Mary’s Church, 
Halesworth  
In person, or join via Zoom:  
8am Morning Prayer Zoom Meeting ID - 883 5778 9092 
Passcode – 607673 
 6pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting ID - 850 0997 6304 
Passcode – 825686 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/@halesworthparish
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2. Café Church via Zoom 
Enjoy friendship and support with our regular online 
congregation every Tuesday at 10am. The service is simple and 
reflective. Contact Rev Alison to be added to our contact list. 
alisonalder@hotmail.co.uk  

  
3. Holy Communion at home and home visits 

A member of our ministry team or Pastoral Ministry group can 
bring Holy Communion or visit someone on a regular basis, for 
a chat or prayers. Please contact Rev Alison for more details: 
01502 478855 / 07584 416277 

 

January's Tree Planting Plans From The Blyth Woods Group 

Toasting the new notice board in Grove Piece 

 
On Saturday 
6th January a 
work party will 
be maintaining 
and weeding 
around the 
trees in Grove 
Piece from 10 
a.m. Any 
volunteers for 
this will be 
welcome and 
tools will be 
provided. (No 
expert 
knowledge 
required!)  

Wear wellies or boots, as the ground may be soggy in places.  

mailto:alisonalder@hotmail.co.uk
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The Blyth Woods group is joining forces with Wilder Wenhaston and 
other volunteers to plant the new wood on the Gowers' land and work 
has already started there. There are two planting areas this winter: an 
area by the new barn along Bartholomew's Lane and a new wood 
planned in the field known as the Norfolks. This field was a wood until 
the Sixties and we aim to restore it back into the landscape. There are 
several thousand trees to plant and we are hoping to have help from 
as many volunteers as possible!  
 
The January dates for planting are:   
Thursday 4th, Friday 5th , Wednesday 10th, Thursday 11th and Friday 
12th.  The starting time is 9.30 a.m. until lunchtime – and longer if 
there is enthusiasm! 
The meeting place (with 
parking) is the New Barn on 
Bartholomew's Lane. Bring 
wellies and a spade. Do spend as 
long or as little time as you can 
spare – any help will be 
gratefully received. 
As with the planting on Fox Hill 
last year, Mike Gower is giving 
permissive public access to the 
new wood.                                                               
                                                                                                  
Autumn in Grove Woods 

 
 
blythwoods1@gmail.com  
www.blythwoods.org             
Patricia Elliott 
 

 

 

mailto:blythwoods1@gmail.com
http://www.blythwoods.org/
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Wenhaston Flower Club 

We all had a fantastic time at our December meeting as it was our 
Christmas party in Wenhaston Village Hall. We were entertained by 
Jenni Baker, who not only demonstrated three beautiful Christmas 
arrangements but kept us amused with funny stories and anecdotes 
while she worked. Everyone brought a sharing plate of delicious food 
and the club provided the drinks, which we all enjoyed afterwards. 
Jackie presented Jean, our founder member, with a basket of flowers 
and said how wonderful it was to have Jean back with us after being a 
bit poorly. 
We don’t meet in January and our February meeting will be our 
“Christmas Meal” which, this year will be at Halesworth Golf Club. 
We will be back in our usual venue, Wenhaston Village Hall, on the first 

Tuesday evening in each 
month from March, at 
our usual time of 7.30 
pm. 
We would like to wish 
everyone a very happy 
and healthy new year. 
For more information 
please contact Jackie 
Chenery 01502 478401 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenni and Jackie with two of 
the three beautiful 
arrangements which lucky 
members won in the raffle. 
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HANDYMAN & 

GARDEN SERVICE 

Able to take on most tasks, no job too small 

Hedge cutting, grass cutting, leaf clearance, 

house & garden clearance, painting, 

man & van 

Call Steve 07479994231 

Email sphall78@outlook.com 

 

 
 

Your Local Property Experts 
for Architecture, Design & 
Planning Advice 

 

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
 

Tel: 01502 578421 
 

southwoldbuildinganddesign@gmail.com 
 

www.southwoldbuildinganddesign.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook   

Eco Chimneysweep 
NACS registered & fully insured 

 

All types of chimneys/flues swept 

Stove servicing 

Birdguards / spikes fitted 
 

Tel 01502 566278 

Mob 07534971654 
leighturrell@hotmail.co.uk 

 

To advertise please email us at 
warbler.ads@gmail.com 

 

 
 
Rifle Hall 47 

London Road Halesworth 

www.fleighactivewear.co.uk/book-online 

Mondays 

6pm-7pm 

Starting  

8th Jan 

£5 pp 

mailto:southwoldbuildinganddesign@gmail.com
http://southwoldbuildinganddesign.co.uk/
mailto:leighturrell@hotmail.co.uk
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Karl Andrews 

Painter & 

Decorator 

Qualified City & 

Guilds 

30 Years’ Experience 

01986 874926 

07825622477 
karlandrews603@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD 

Wash Lane, Back Rd, Wenhaston 

Tel 01502 478642 

Email: paul@pjn-motor.co.uk 

FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL 
VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 

MOT for cars & bikes classes I, II and IV 
Car Servicing 

CAM Belt & Clutch Replacement 

www.pjn-motor.co.uk 
For a Personal, Friendly Service 

please contact Paul Nolloth 

 

 

 

building and carpentry 

 conversions 

 renovations 

 alterations 
Tel 01502 724293 

 

MRWCF 
Electrical 

 

Domestic and Commercial 
Rewiring, extra sockets, 
inspection and testing. 
24 hour call out. Free 

estimates 
City & Guilds qualified 

 

Tel. 01502 478473 
Matthew 07884 477110 
William 07717 176655  
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All appliances catered for including 

wood burners & Agas 

Now based in Wenhaston 

Professional service at great rates. 

Fully insured.  
  

Andrew & Steve 

07919 258206    

01502 478040 (answerphone only) 

srosbrook1@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Suffolk & Norfolk Firewood 

Locally sourced 
Quality hardwood & kindling 

£240 for 2m3  available in 9” or 12”  

£5 per bag of kindling. 

Stacking available 

07767699622 
sandnfirewood@gmail.com 

 

Specialist legal advice  

in Southwold 
 

Residential Property 

Commercial Property 

Wills & Powers of Attorney 

Probate 

Notarial Services 
 

Tel 01502 724750 

MANTINS.CO.UK 
 

 

 

Allen’s 

Clean 

Sweep 
Established 43 years 
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Offering complete property 

renovations, including: 
 

• Kitchens (Fitting, Spraying & 

Refurbishment) 

• Bathrooms 

• Floor & Wall Tiling 

• Carpentry 
 

07748 479678 
 

propertydevelopment@s-aldridge.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Independent Mortgage 

Advice Bureau 

www.imab.net 

 

Bob Rixon 

EQUITY RELEASE ADVISER & 

MORTGAGE BROKER 

Based in Wenhaston: 01502 478311 

bob.rixon@imab.net 

 
 

mailto:propertydevelopment@s-aldridge.com
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Storm Furniture (Bramfield) 
Handmade furniture & cabinetry, 
freestanding & fitted. Traditional 

bespoke joinery in hard & soft 
timbers. 

Call Terry 07969240523 
Email: terry@storm-furniture.co.uk 

 

THE STAR INN 
TUESDAY TO SATURDAY  

12pm-3pm & 6pm-9pm         

SUNDAY 12pm-4pm 
Stone baked pizza Fri & Sat 6pm-8pm 

 (eat in or takeaway)  

Please pre-order  01502 478240 

 
 
 

 

Accommodation Agency 
 

Local holiday cottages 
Weekly lets/short breaks 

contact Trish Gower 01502 478078 
www.suffolkcoastalcottages.co.uk 

 

Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Piano, 
Keyboard, Recorder, Concertina, 
Melodeon, Piano Accordion, Tin 

Whistle, Lever Harp  
Tuition & Performance. 

Marie Young 
CTABRSM ATCL LTCL 

07917 484161 
 

 

WOOLNOUGH CONTRACTORS LTD 
 

COMPETITIVE PRICES on 
SAND, GRAVEL, AGGREGATES & PLANT 

HIRE 
Call 01502 478894 or 07702 139291 

Fast Friendly service 

Adam and Barbara Gill 
Your local carpet and  

upholstery cleaners  

Environmentally aware 

Tel. 01502 377427 
 

MOBILE BARBER 
Based in Wenhaston 

17 years experience 
Coverage up to 15miles radius 

£15 adults (£13 under 16s) 

abbyhall1986@gmail.com 
Tel 07730417736 

 

Ian Poole Decorating 
Painting, Tiling & Wallpapering 

Hand-painted kitchens & furniture 
Reliable & Insured 

Tel: 01502 710257 / 07952022436 
decor@ipooledecorator.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

A PET’S BEST FRIEND 
Animal Sitting 

Occasional & casual dog walking 
SARAH GRIMWOOD 

9 Bigod Close, Halesworth 
Tel 01986 873 592 

Mob: 07895 025 174 
frary8sr@btinternet.com 

 

Contemporary art 
Ruth McCabe studio gallery 

Coles Hill, Wenhaston. 

Book a visit: 07426 925065 
 

10% of Studio sales are donated to Southwold 
lifeboat crew (RNLI) 

www.ruth-mccabe-artist.co.uk 
 

A wide range of affordable art at prices to suit 
everyone 

mailto:frary8sr@btinternet.com
http://www.ruth-mccabe-artist.co.uk/

