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 December 2023 

Wenhaston Warbler 
 

Wenhaston Village Hall 

Christmas Bazaar 
Sat 9th December 2023 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Festive Stalls – Raffles 

Café Open Homemade Cakes 

See Father Christmas 

Music by Flute Cocktail & Saxpack 
Supporting local organisations 

Come and enjoy the Christmas Spirit 

 
 

To book your table (provided) - Cost £8 

Contact Carol: caz-mike@outlook.com 
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Wenhaston Post Office Update 
As from Thursday 23rd November this will be the last delivery of 
medication from Halesworth and Reydon Doctor’s Surgery, this also 
includes dropping off repeat prescriptions at the Post Office. 
If you are housebound or do not have access to a car to collect your 
medication, I would advise that you contact your surgery to see if they 
offer an alternative service. Having had two break-ins this year my 
insurance company are not happy for me to have prescribed drugs on 
the premises.                                                                        Jane Peters 
 

Wenhaston Walking Group 
As is traditional, there will be just the one walk in December on 
Tuesday, 5th. Gail will lead a walk starting out at 10am from the car 
park in Walberswick, just beyond The Bell pub. A festive lunch will 
follow at The Bell and a menu will have been circulated already. If you 
wish to add your name to the circulation list, email 
ipbigwood@btinternet.com We look forward to a celebration; merry 
Christmas!                                               Heather Phillips (01502 478545) 

 
Wenhaston Village Hall 100 club 

Wenhaston Village Hall 100 Club - Winners for November 2023 
The Wenhaston Village Hall 100 Club October draw was made at the ladies’ coffee 

morning and we are delighted to announce the winners: 

• 1st prize     John Hennessey (Number 57) £37.50 

• 2nd prize   Deborah Cartwright (Number 140) £22.50 

• 3rd prize    Robin Dillaway (Number 75) £15.00 
It's never too late to sign up! A chance to win a prize costs just £1 a month - our 
accounting year starts in September so anyone wishing to join now, the fee is £9 
for the period to end August 2024, we welcome new members and there are a 
few spaces left. Contact the promoters, or forms are available from the Post Office 
where details of how to pay can be found. Thank you for supporting the village 
hall in this way and having a chance be a monthly winner. Don’t forget, as well as 
the usual December prizes, there is a Xmas Bonus Prize of £50 to be won! All 
enquiries please phone Elaine on 07577431350 or Angela 07878241258. 
                                                                                                                     Elaine Potter 

 

mailto:ipbigwood@btinternet.com
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Commons Group Notice 
A notice about a change of date of the work party which was 
previously scheduled for Sunday 26th November. This will now be held 
on Sunday 3rd December. Meet near the upper edge of the sand 
martin pit. We may be able to spread heather brash onto burnt areas 
near Bramfield Road (if it has arrived from Dunwich). This will 
hopefully produce a good regrowth of heather in this area. 
Alternatively, there is work to do tidying up the sand pit itself. 
Meet at 10am. Tools and gloves provided. Please bring own 
refreshments. Myles is leading the work party. Call 07774 781186 if 
any queries. See you there!                                             Kate Archibald 

 
 

Wilder Wenhaston 
On Monday 6th November twelve Wilder Wenhastoners planted 500 
narcissus bulbs in the various village greens. The bulbs were supplied 
free by East Suffolk in an effort to increase the numbers of pollinator 
plants in the local area. The take up for the scheme was 
oversubscribed with 120 applications from various parishes. Only 82 
packs were available, and we were one of the lucky recipients, so we 

are now looking 
forward to a more 
colourful spring. 
Thanks to the 
team of trowel 
wielding planters 
who completed 
the task in just 
one-hour, great 
team work.   
                                           
Alan Miller, Wilder 
Wenhaston  
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Editors‘ Note. Seasons Greetings to all our readers, advertisers, 

and contributors. Thank you for your support throughout the year.  
A reminder that we have a strict deadline of December 
12th this month, because of Xmas holidays. All items to 

wenhastonwarbler@gmail.com as usual.  
 

 

mailto:wenhastonwarbler@gmail.com
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70s and 80s Disco Night 
Following on from the sellout Tamla & Soul evening, comes another 
night of good music and dancing. 
This time we will be focusing on the great 70’s/80’s and Disco. 
An 80’s collection of songs will be performed by the amazing and 
energetic singer Jonno and our DJ Danny will be bringing us some great 
70’s and 80’s Disco on vinyl. You don’t need to be born in the 1950’s 
and 60’s to appreciate this era of music, you just need to let your hair 
down and dance or tap your foot to the music 
An alcoholic bar will be provided at the usual reasonable prices and a 
pop-up food bar will be providing substantial pizzas for you to 
purchase. 
It’s not mandatory for you to dress up but if you feel the need to don 
your flares and glitter, then a spot prize will be given to the best 
dressed 70’s & 80’s outfit. 
So come along to Wenhaston Village Hall on Saturday 30th March and 
have a fun & entertaining night. 
The £10 tickets are NOT available on the door but available to buy 
beforehand from Jane at Wenhaston Post Office, or myself Karen 
Clegg, on 07734200624. 
Please don’t leave it till the last minute as we are limited to 150 tickets. 
I look forward to seeing our lovely village community dancing the night 
away again.                                                                                    Karen Clegg 
 

Wenhaston Patchwork and Quilting Group 
Wenhaston Patchwork and Quilting group started in January 
2023.   We meet in the village hall usually on the 3rd Monday of the 
month, from 10 until 4pm.  The cost is £10 for the day, which 
includes refreshments, but you need to bring your own packed 
lunch.  We make quilts for the Linus charity and have this year, so 
far up to July, donated 10 quilts to Linus 
https://projectlinusuk.org.uk/ .  Not bad going considering that 7 
ladies in the group were new to Patchwork and 
Quilting.  Inexperienced ladies are helped and supported by more 

https://projectlinusuk.org.uk/
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experienced ladies in the group.   The group is open to anyone who 
is interested in spending the day sewing, and there is no pressure 
to work on the charity quilts should you wish to work on your own 
project.   If you would like to know more, you can telephone 
Helen Jones on 07961821039 or email 
WenhastonPandQ@outlook.com. 
 

  
 

 
  

   
 

mailto:WenhastonPandQ@outlook.com
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The Broads and its Wildlife 
In November, the Blyth Valley and Southwold branch of the Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust welcomed Tony Brown to talk about the many facets of 
Broadland wildlife. Tony is a naturalist and keen photographer, and we 
were treated to a fascinating presentation of the rich variety of 
Broadland flora and fauna. Some species have been brought back from 
dangerously low numbers to become part of our regular sightings, such 
as otters, bitterns, marsh harriers and avocets. We looked at rare 
sightings of black terns, and an American wood duck. We could see 
details of the unusually large feet of moorhens, the stunning display of 
the ‘eyes’ of the emperor moth, and the intricately detailed feathers of 
the barn owl, complete with its prey, a wood mouse. Tony had many 
wonderful anecdotes to tell, but the prize goes to the stowaway stoat, 
which refused to leave his dinghy until the boat was turned upside 
down on the shore. 
We all enjoyed seeing the beauty and richness of the wetlands that are 
part of our local area, and which we can visit now with a clearer eye of 
what to look out for. 
Our next meeting is on Thursday, January 11th. 7.30pm at the 
Southwold Arts Centre, Cumberland Road. IP18 6JP. Hannah Nutt will 
talk about the Work of the World Land Trust. Admission is £4 to 
include refreshments, under 25’s free. There’s no need to book, just 
come along, all are welcome.  Contact us at swtblythvalley@gmail.com 
                                                                                                             Penny Mansfield 

The Bauble's Void – A Poem 

In the hush of a winter's night, so still, Hangs a bauble on the tree, so chill. A vessel of 
glass, a sphere so bright, Yet within it, a world, devoid of light. 

Its surface gleams with a lustrous sheen, Reflecting the tree's resplendent green. But 
within its depths, a void resides, A hollowness that in the heart abides. 

Embossed with glitter, it glistens and gleams, A starry night within a world of dreams. 
Yet, look closer, and you will discern, the emptiness that it seeks to yearn. 
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A tiny universe, self-contained, A world of wonder, beautifully ordained. Yet, inside 
the bauble's fragile shell, an absence of life, a story to tell. 

For it hangs there, a mere decoration, A symbol of holiday celebration. But it echoes a 
truth we often hide, the emptiness that can lurk inside. 

In the hustle and bustle of the season, we adorn our lives with ornaments and reason. 
But deep within, a void we may find, the emptiness that can haunt the mind. 

So, as you gaze upon this bauble's grace, Consider the emptiness it does embrace. For 
in its hollowness, we may see, A reflection of our own humanity. 

And though it may seem a fragile thing, this Christmas bauble, with its shimmering, it 
reminds us to cherish what's within, to fill our hearts with love, and let it begin.                                                                     

                                                                                                                 Paul Meaden 

William Whincop 
As a result of research, I have been doing recently I have an enquiry 
concerning a past inhabitant of Wenhaston - William Whincop - who 
died in 1715.  I am interested to find out whether anything is known 
about the location of his property, and also what might be known 
about a lawsuit contesting the inheritance of his property by his 
nephew William More, following Whincop’s death.  I would be very 
interested to hear from anyone who might know anything about 
Whincop.  A big thank you to the Wenhaston Warbler for allowing me 
to make this request.                                                                Hilary Nutt 
 

Wenhaston Flower Club 
We were delighted to welcome a new demonstrator, Amie Galione to 
our meeting on 7th November. Amie’s demonstration was entitled 
“Sustainable Christmas “with an emphasis on using natural products 
and recycling and reusing containers whenever possible. The evening 
provided the members with lots of Christmas gifting ideas and 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 
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We were all delighted to see Jean back with us again and in good 
spirits after being a bit poorly. 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 5th December in Wenhaston Village 
Hall 7.30pm, and this will be our Christmas Party. 

There will be a demonstration by Jenni Baker 
themed “The Scent of Christmas “and we all 
look forward to seeing her again this year. 
For the party after the demonstration, we ask 
everyone to please provide a plate of sharing 
food, sweet or savoury and a Secret Santa gift 
of a value up to £5. Flower Club will provide 
the drinks. There isn’t an entrance fee on 
party night. We hope to see everyone there 
for an enjoyable entertaining evening and to 
begin the Christmas Festivities. 
 
Amie demonstrating some environmentally 

friendly and sustainable alternatives to 

traditional methods. 

For more information, please contact Jackie Chenery on 01502 
478401 

 

 

 

Blyford Bridge    

By Tony Gow  
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Wenhaston Primary School Update 

I am glad to provide you with an update on the happenings at 
Wenhaston Primary School so far this year.  
 
Remembrance 

On Friday 10th November, our oldest 
children had the privilege of attending the 
war memorial with local veteran John Levy 
to pay homage to those who served in the 
war. They participated in singing and 
poetry and laid crosses. We are truly 
grateful to John for his involvement and 
inspiration.  
 

Blyth Woods Partnership  

We are proud to 
have a wonderful 

relationship with Blyth Woods, who organize 
exciting workshops for our children. I would 
like to extend my gratitude to Marie and all 
the volunteers involved. To give you a glimpse 

of these 
workshops, here 
are some 
accompanying 
photos.  
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Library Completion 
I am pleased to announce the completion of our library, with an official 
opening scheduled later this month. I am eager to share photos of this 
momentous occasion in next month's issue.  
Sporting Success   

Additionally, I am delighted to inform you that our Wenhaston girls' 
football team emerged victorious in their area tournament. They 
exhibited exceptional skill and determination, ultimately triumphing 
over Bungay Primary in the final. We could not be prouder of their 
achievement.  

 
On another note, our boys' team finished as runners-up in their 
respective tournament, which is still a remarkable accomplishment. 
Science week 

Recently, we organized a science week. Numerous parents 
volunteered their time to discuss how science contributes to their 
respective professions. We had engaging contributions from 
individuals working in the medical, veterinary and agricultural sectors. 
Furthermore, we encourage our children to participate in a "Dress like 
a Scientist'' day. In a unique twist, we challenged stereotypes by 
requesting a limit on white coats and crazy hair, emphasising that 
scientists come in all forms! 
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School Facilities and Initiatives 

Have you considered the option of hiring our school hall and 
classrooms for your events? Wenhaston Primary School offers these 
facilities for hire. For more information, feel free to visit our website or 
contact us directly. 
Furthermore, we are also a recycling point for household batteries.  
Thank you for taking the time to read this update. We appreciate your 
continued support in our endeavours to provide a nurturing and 
enriching educational experience for our children. 
                                                                                   Mr Stone, Head Teacher 

 

Blyth Woods - Moles, Voles and Mushrooms 

Through October and into November we have suffered weeks of 
almost prolonged rain. Villages, fields, paths and back gardens have 
been flooded and huge damage has been done to many homes and 
businesses, bringing disruption and despair in the struggle to clean up.  
In the case of small mammals, it has been life-threatening. Many 
rabbits, mice, shrews and voles will have drowned or died of cold. 
Indeed, we had a pair of tiny field voles in our kitchen, which rushed 
into the warmth to escape the worst storm, and provided a day of 
entertainment for our dachshund, Ludo, who watched them intently 
but under strict instruction didn't lay a paw upon them while we tried 
to encourage them out again! The deaths of small mammals may mean 
that their predators, like barn owls, go hungry this winter. 
However, apparently moles avoid the rising water in their tunnels by 
building 'fortresses'. They pile up huge mounds of soil which contain 
chambers linked to food stores, and survive in these until the water 
table goes down. (This may not be such good news for gardeners!)  
All the rain has resulted in an abundant season for mushrooms. On our 
Mushroom Walk in late October, we spotted at least fifteen different 
varieties in Grove Woods, among them Rosy Bonnet, Whitelaced 
Shank, Brittle Gills, Hairy Curtain Crust, Sulphur Tuft, Tawny Funnel and 
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Leopard Earthball. Their old country 
names are so descriptive and poetic.  
 
Continuing our programme with 
Wenhaston Primary, at the start of 
last month Marie Rolfe guided the 
Reception Class in planting out 
acorns and sweet chestnuts - which 
had been gathered from local trees - 
in the school tree nursery. Last year's 
planting of hazel, oak and sweet 

chestnuts is not quite big and sturdy enough yet to plant out in Grove 
Woods. That is also where this autumn's planting will go eventually. (If 
you'd like to help Marie with all the exciting events we do with the 
school, do contact her on marie@yafflecottage.co.uk for dates and 
details.) 
The group's other activities over the past weeks included weeding and 
mulching around the trees we planted in Merton Orchard and weeding 
and clearing in Malster's Little Field. 
Meanwhile, we look forward to the Christmas Bazaar in the Village Hall 
on Saturday 9th December (2 – 4 p.m.), where our lovely cards will be 
on sale, together with other treats. Come and visit the Blyth Woods' 
tables there and hear more about what we do.  
blythwoods1@gmail.com                                    www.blythwoods.org 
 

Wenhaston Blyth Spirits 
It was good to welcome Jo Small to our October meeting when she 
took us on a Journey in Costa Rica where she has been on holiday 
several times. She gave us a very interesting afternoon with her talk 
and accompanying slides about this beautiful country. We were 
grateful to her for giving her time. 
As always in December we shall be meeting together for Christmas 
Drinks and Nibbles at Spindleberry on Wednesday 20th December at 12 
o’clock - 12.30pm. Please do come and join in the chat and friendship, 

mailto:marie@yafflecottage.co.uk
mailto:blythwoods1@gmail.com
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you will be very welcome. As this may well be the last time that we 
meet together it would be lovely to see all our members on the 20th.  
both past and present. 
More news of our future in the January Warbler. 
Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year to all Warbler Readers. 
                                                                                          Margaret Goldstone 

Wenhaston Mothers Union  
We were all very saddened to learn of the death of our member 
Daphne Francis and we send our sincere sympathy to Stephanie, David 
and all of Daphne’s family at this sad time. Daphne had been an 
inspiration to those of us who visited her during her long and difficult 
Illness and it was a privilege to have known her. Many of her friends in 
the village were able to be at the service at the Waveney Crematorium 
and afterwards at the Halesworth Golf Club where many happy 
memories were shared. 
At our November meeting we were very pleased to welcome Seva 
from the Peartree Centre in Halesworth. Seva gave us a very 
informative talk on the many aspects of the facilities which are now 
available at the Centre. I think that we were surprised at how much 
help there is available, but perhaps felt that the surrounding villages 
are not always aware of the work of the Peartree Centre and how 
welcoming and available the Centre is. Seva said that they were aware 
of this and hope to distribute more information into the villages. 
In December we will be having our usual Christmas gathering with 
carols, a raffle and tea at Spindleberry on Wednesday 13th December 
and I will look forward to seeing everyone.  Please note that this 
meeting is at 3 o’clock not 2.30pm. 
We wish all our readers a Happy and Peaceful Christmas. 
                                                                                          Margaret Goldstone 

St Peter’s Church 
Our quiz night fell foul of Storm Babet, there was so much flooding and 
awful weather that we decided to postpone it until the Spring, and Phil 
and Denise have kindly said they will hold it over until then so watch 
this space. 
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Our act of Remembrance was taken by Alison and it was good to see so 
many people at the Village Hall when we stood for 2 minutes silence in 
memory of the glorious dead. The following service in church was also 
well attended and the church looked very fitting decorated with 
poppies. £230 was sent to the RBL. 
Every year Wenhaston Church donates 5% of its unrestricted income 
to charity and this year we have sent donations to St Elizabeth Hospice, 
The Prison Fellowship and Mission Aviation Fellowship, all of which 
were very grateful.  
The church is having a Tombola at the Christmas Bazaar and I should 
be grateful for any prizes for this.  Could I have any prizes by early 
December, please. 
Our Carol Service this year is on Friday 22nd December at 7pm.  We 
warmly invite you all to join us to sing carols and enjoy mince pies and 
drinks. The collection will be for the Children’s Society. 
December Services   see poster                           Margaret Bloomfield  
 
       Santa negotiating the new village hall gate!   By Wil Harvey                                                                      
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Methodist Chapel 

3rd December. Sue Groome 
10th December, joint service at the chapel with St Peter’s and all village  

Rev. Martin Keenan  
17th December, Liz Zukiewicz  

24th December, 3 p.m. Candle Light Carol Service. Note the time! 
Christmas Morning, 10 am, Rev. Iain McKillop. 
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Your Local Property Experts for 
Architecture, Design & Planning 
Advice 
 

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
 

Tel: 01502 578421 

  
southwoldbuildinganddesign@gmail.com 
 

www.southwoldbuildinganddesign.co.uk 
 

Find us on Facebook 

EcoChimneysweep 
NACS registered & fully insured 

 

All types of chimneys/flues swept 

Stove servicing 

Birdguards / spikes fitted 
 

Tel 01502 566278 

Mob 07534971654 
leighturrell@hotmail.co.uk 

 

HANDYMAN &  

GARDEN SERVICE 

Able to take on most tasks, no job too small 

Hedge cutting, grass cutting, leaf clearance, 

house & garden clearance, painting,  

man & van 

Call Steve 07479994231 

Email sphall78@outlook.com 

Wenhaston Tiling 
All floor and wall tiling 

undertaken. 

Call Robert on 
01502 478740 

or 07544 396310 

Storm Furniture (Bramfield) 
Handmade furniture & cabinetry, 

freestanding & fitted. Traditional bespoke 
joinery in hard & soft timbers. 

Call Terry 07969240523 
Email: terry@storm-furniture.co.uk 

 

mailto:southwoldbuildinganddesign@gmail.com
http://southwoldbuildinganddesign.co.uk/
mailto:leighturrell@hotmail.co.uk
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Lydia Hadingham 

MCFHP MAFHP 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

In the comfort of your own home 

• Routine diabetic foot care 

• Nail cutting 

• Corn and callus removal 

• Verrucae 
 

 

Tel: 07733 269320 
eastfootcare@outlook.com 

 

Offering complete property 

renovations, including: 
 

• Kitchens (Fitting, Spraying & 

Refurbishment) 

• Bathrooms 

• Floor & Wall Tiling 

• Carpentry 
 

07748 479678 
 

propertydevelopment@s-aldridge.com 

 

 

 

building and carpentry 

 conservatories 

 renovations 

 alterations 

Tel 01502 724293 

 

Heathside  

Stores 

 

Blackheath Road 

Wenhaston 
 

01502 478747 
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MRWCF 
Electrical 

 

Domestic and Commercial 
Rewiring, extra sockets, 
inspection and testing. 

24 hour call out. Free estimates 
City & Guilds qualified 

 

Tel. 01502 478473 
Matthew 07884 477110 
William 07717 176655  

 

 

 
All appliances catered for including 

wood burners & Agas 

Now based in Wenhaston 

Professional service at great rates. 

Fully insured.  
  

Andrew & Steve 

07919 258206    

01502 478040 (answerphone only) 

srosbrook1@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Suffolk & Norfolk Firewood 

Locally sourced 
Quality hardwood & kindling 

£240 for 2m3  available in 9” or 12”  

£5 per bag of kindling. 

Stacking available 

07767699622 
sandnfirewood@gmail.com 

 

Specialist legal advice  

in Southwold 
 

Residential Property 

Commercial Property 

Wills & Powers of Attorney 

Probate 

Notarial Services 
 

Tel 01502 724750 

MANTINS.CO.UK 
 

 
 

Allen’s 

Clean 

Sweep 
Established 43 years 
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Learn to Bake  

with Rebecca Bishop 

Founder of Two Magpies Bakery 
 

Many classes to choose from 

including.... 

Sourdough & pizza  

Intro to breadmaking 

Scandinavian baking 

Easter/Christmas baking 

Parent and child 

Gift vouchers available 

Classes take place in Wenhaston  

To book go to 

www.thenextloaf.co.uk 

 

 
 

MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD 

Wash Lane, Back Rd, Wenhaston 

Tel 01502 478642 

Email: paul@pjn-motor.co.uk 

FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL 
VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 

MOT for cars & bikes classes I, II and IV 
Car Servicing 

CAM Belt & Clutch Replacement 

www.pjn-motor.co.uk 
For a Personal, Friendly Service 

please contact Paul Nolloth 

 

 

 

 
 

Karl Andrews 

Painter & 

Decorator 
Qualified City & Guilds 

30 Years’ Experience 

01986 874926 

07825622477 
karlandrews603@gmail.com 

http://www.thenextloaf.co.uk/
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THE STAR INN 
TUESDAY TO SATURDAY  

12pm-3pm & 6pm-9pm         

SUNDAY 12pm-4pm 
Stone baked pizza Fri & Sat 6pm-8pm 

 (eat in or takeaway)  

Please pre-order  01502 478240 

 
 
 

 

Accommodation Agency 
 

Local holiday cottages 
Weekly lets/short breaks 

contact Trish Gower 01502 478078 
www.suffolkcoastalcottages.co.uk 

 

Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Piano, 
Keyboard, Recorder, Concertina, 
Melodeon, Piano Accordion, Tin 

Whistle, Lever Harp  
Tuition & Performance. 

Marie Young 
CTABRSM ATCL LTCL 

07917 484161 
 

 

WOOLNOUGH CONTRACTORS LTD 
 

COMPETITIVE PRICES on 
SAND, GRAVEL, AGGREGATES & PLANT 

HIRE 
Call 01502 478894 or 07702 139291 

Fast Friendly service 

Adam and Barbara Gill 
Your local carpet and  

upholstery cleaners  

Environmentally aware 

Tel. 01502 377427 
 

MOBILE BARBER 
Based in Wenhaston 

17 years experience 
Coverage up to 15miles radius 

£15 adults (£13 under 16s) 

abbyhall1986@gmail.com 
Tel 07730417736 

 

Ian Poole Decorating 
Painting, Tiling & Wallpapering 

Hand-painted kitchens & furniture 
Reliable & Insured 

Tel: 01502 710257 / 07952022436 
decor@ipooledecorator.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

A PET’S BEST FRIEND 
Animal Sitting 

Occasional & casual dog walking 
SARAH GRIMWOOD 

9 Bigod Close, Halesworth 
Tel 01986 873 592 

Mob: 07895 025 174 
frary8sr@btinternet.com 

 

Contemporary art 
Ruth McCabe studio gallery 

Coles Hill, Wenhaston. 

Book a visit: 07426 925065 
 

10% of Studio sales are donated to Southwold 
lifeboat crew (RNLI) 

www.ruth-mccabe-artist.co.uk 
 

A wide range of affordable art at prices to suit 
everyone 

mailto:frary8sr@btinternet.com
http://www.ruth-mccabe-artist.co.uk/

