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Wenhaston Warbler 

What we did on Jubilee Day! 
Photographs by Viv Kemp & Lyn Gedny 
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Wenhaston Commons Group Summer work parties 
 

Come and enjoy some outdoor work with WCG. Good for mind and 
body! 
1. Work in St Peters churchyard scything and raking to encourage 
dispersal and growth of meadow plants. Meet in the churchyard on 
Tuesday 19th July at 10 am 2. Work on Church Common. Clear paths 
and tidy open areas. Meet at entrance on Sunday 21st August at 10 
am. Tools provided. Snacks will be available.  
Any queries, call Myles Archibald 07774 252699 (Chair WCG 
committee) WCG is now on Instagram wenhaston_commons_group 

 
                                         Wenhaston Walking Group 
 
A local walk will start at 10am at Wenhaston Village Hall on Tuesday, 
5th July. Ian will lead a second walk starting at 10am at the White 
Horse, Westleton IP17 3AH on Tuesday, 19th July. The circular walk will 
include part of Westleton and Middleton and lunch will follow: a menu 
will be circulated prior to the day. If you are interested in being added 
to the circulation list, please email ipbigwood@btinternet.com     
Heather Phillips (01502 478545) 
 

Friends of Halesworth Library 
 
In the series of book talks at Halesworth Library, the Friends of 
Halesworth Library have arranged a talk, on Thursday July 21st at 
2.30pm, by local author, Dorothy Stewart, who will give a talk about 
her life and books. Dorothy will share stories of her life in the world of 
books, first as a publisher of non-fiction and then as a writer of non-
fiction and fiction, with 14 books to her credit including The Bluffer’s 
Guide to Publishing. She has a wealth of inside knowledge. The talk is 
free, includes refreshments and is open to everybody but booking is 

mailto:ipbigwood@btinternet.com
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required. Please ask at the library desk, telephone 01986 875095 or 
email friendsofhalesworthlibrary@gmail.com if you wish to attend. 
On Saturday 30th July from 7.30pm to 9.30pm at the library, there will 
be a musical evening with Lynne and John Ward (folk duo). Full details 
and tickets will be available at the library shortly. 
                                                                                                    Nigel Frostick 

 

A Message from Wenhaston School Busy Bees 
 Dear Wenhaston, 

We are the Busy Bees, Young Ambassadors of 

Wenhaston Primary School. The Young 

Ambassadors Project is based on taking social 

action and helping our community. We are a 

group of children in year 5 who want to help our 

village. 

To improve our community, we are going to litter pick around 
Wenhaston, we are planning to do this monthly. As we are short on 
supplies, we need your help to pay for them. We need litter picking 
equipment. Please make contact with the school if you would like to 
support this project with a donation. Thank you. 

The Busy Bees                                       Mr Stone, Headteacher 

HM The Queen’s Jubilee Celebration Mugs Now Available 

Jubilee celebration mugs, carrying a design by Wenhaston Primary School 

pupil Isabella Hamilton Lowe and provided by the local Pepyn and Lessey 

charity, have already been distributed to children of Wenhaston and a small 

number have been made available to purchase on a first-come, first-served 

basis at £6.00 each.  If you would like a souvenir of this historical occasion, 

please contact either Arthur Musk on 01502 478266 or Mrs. Glenis Leech on 

01502 478467.                                                                                       Peter Wildish 

mailto:friendsofhalesworthlibrary@gmail.com
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We hope you liked this celebration colour issue of the 
Warbler. The next colour issue planned will be the Xmas 
issue in December. As ever, please send your 
contributions to wenhastonwarbler@gmail.com  by the 
15TH JULY.  Send ADVERTS to warbler.ads@gmail.com by 
the same date 
                                                    Gill Frostick and Deb Holmes 

 

THE LITTLE PRINCE 

Thorington Theatre, nr. 
Southwold, IP17 3RB 

 Sunday 3 July, 2.30 pm 
written by Sam Chittenden and Simon 

Scardanelli 

A Different Theatre production  

“The truth can only be seen with 
the heart”  

Join award-winning company Different Theatre on a magical journey 
from Planet B-612 to the earth, as The Little Prince tells of his love for 
a rose, of his friendship with a fox, and learns that what is most 
important in life can only be seen with the heart. This new musical 
adaptation of the classic story by French author and aviator, Antoine 
de Saint-Exupéry, features original folky music, and songs from a host 
of wonderful characters, including a lonely Aviator, a demanding Rose, 
a powerless King, a hardworking Lamplighter, a greedy Businessman 
and a mysterious Snake. 
Charmingly funny and poetically poignant, The Little Prince is sure to 
captivate audiences of all ages. 
With Rosa Samuels as The Little Prince, Jake Snowdon as The Aviator, 
Katey Fraser as The Rose, The Fox and ensemble, and Mark 
Beauchamp as The Snake and ensemble.  Design by Delphine du Barry. 

mailto:wenhastonwarbler@gmail.com
mailto:warbler.ads@gmail.com
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Wenhaston Save Our Swifts Action Group 
Latest news! 

 
Swifts are flying around in ‘screaming parties’ in various places 
including along Chapel Lane, around Low farm, and near the Church 
Rooms. We have definite reports of nesting behaviour at The Star Inn, 
in Back Road, and here at Marsh Cottage.  
Do let me know if you see swifts entering either under roof tiles or into 
a swift nesting box. The boxes and callers at St Peters church, the 
Village Hall and at the school are all ready and calling in the early 
evenings and mornings, and we hope that swifts will take up residence 
soon. Don’t forget about the Swift Pint walk on 2nd July, starting 6pm 
at the village hall car park, and ending at the Star Inn. All are welcome, 
even if you can only come for a while. 
Members of the swift group will be recording the numbers of swifts 
flying over the village in July. I will report back at the end of the 
summer. 
Do let some of your grass grow long and try to grow flowers that 
attract insects. Try not to use insecticides. This will help build up 
supplies of the insects that swifts and 
their babies feed on. 
Keep an eye out for swifts, and also 
their migratory cousins, the swallows 
and house martins, and of course also 
sand martins nesting at the sand pit on 
Blackheath.  
A new ‘swifts live here’ tile has been 
made by Smoke and Fire at Darsham, 
pictured right. Please contact me via e 
mail if you have swifts living on your 
premises and you would like to buy 
one (£15 each) to display. Enjoy the 
sights of summer in our lovely village! 
  Kate Archibald, co-ordinator Wenhaston SOS action group 
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Wenhaston Blyth Spirits 
 

We were all disappointed that Diabetes UK were unable to provide a speaker 
for our May meeting, as we were all interested in learning more about 
diabetes and the work of the organisation. Apparently, they have no 
voluntary speakers in the Eastern Area and are appealing for volunteers to be 
trained as a speaker. 
We were particularly grateful to Victoria Panton Bacon for joining us at very 
late notice. Victoria who is a relative of one of our members gave us an 
extremely interesting talk about the books which she has written, in 
particular the story of her grandfather’s experiences in the Second WW in 
France. Those of us of a certain age were particularly interested, as the talk 
brought back many memories and there was much discussion about our 
experiences. You are able to learn more about Victoria’s books on her 
Website. 
In July we will have our garden party on, hopefully, a beautiful warm and 
sunny day! We are meeting in the garden at Spindleberry on Wednesday 20th 
July at 3.pm, when there will be a short talk by a well-known village resident! 
We are always very pleased to welcome new members or just visitors, so do 
think about joining us – good speakers – a friendly group -  and a cup of tea! 
Please do contact either June T or myself for more information. 
                                                                 Margaret G (478378) or June T (478622) 

 
 Wenhaston Mothers Union 

We were all very grateful to the Revd. Alison Alder for kindly agreeing at 
short notice to talk to us about hers and Jonathan’s trip to Israel. 
I think that we were all very humbled and concerned on hearing of the many 
difficulties and devastating problems which the people of both Israel and 
Palestine are having to live with. Alison certainly made it very real to us all as 
to how much the situation needs our Prayers and support. On a lighter side 
she had some beautiful photos of the area, which had been taken by 
members of the Group. Thank you Alison for speaking to us. 
July, and we are already half way through the year! However July is the 
month for our Garden Meeting, when we have The Wave of Prayer Service. 
We hope to meet in the garden at Spindleberry on the 13th July at 3 o’clock 
(not 2.30pm). After the Service there will be tea and cakes etc. Should it be 
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wet we will meet indoors at Spindleberry. I look forward to seeing you all at 
the July Meeting including as many Halesworth Members as can come. 
                                                                              Margaret G. (01502 478378) 

 
Majesty! 

 
Pakefield Singers celebrate with musical masterpieces 
including Mozart’s Coronation Mass and Schubert’s Mass  in G 
major.  

Saturday July 9 th 
Blythburgh Church 7.30pm 

Pakefield Singers - conductor Vetta Wise 
Organist Tim Patient 

The two main works in the programme, Mozart’s exuberant 
Coronation Mass, and Schubert’s gentler setting, are surrounded by 
other musical masterpieces by the likes of Handel, Beethoven and 
Mendelssohn, to make for a grand celebratory concert in recognition 
of the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty and the 20th Anniversary of 
Pakefield Singers. 
Tickets £12.50 (under 16 free) from The Halesworth Bookshop 42 
Thoroughfare, ‘Take Note Music’, 11 Grove Road, Lowestoft, or by 
phoning 01502 5733733   
see www.pakefieldsingers.com and follow on Facebook 
 
                                                                                                  Christine Mason 

Wenhaston Village Show.  
 

After all the excitement of the Jubilee celebrations life may seem 
rather flat – fear not. On 24th July it will be the Village Show. Finally, we 
are able to celebrate the 25th Annual Show. 
Besides giving the Show a donation, Wootons will be have a stall full of 
their lovely plants. The allotment holders will be selling some of their 
produce. Blyth Woods, The Commons Group together with the Swift 
Action Group will have stalls showing what they have achieved over 

http://www.pakefieldsingers.com/
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the last few years. Suffolk recycling will be on hand to give us advice 
and guidance on what to do with our perceived rubbish. In addition to 
this there will be a display of art work by the children from Wenhaston 
Primary School.  
Teas and delicious cakes will be on hand for those those in need of 
sustenance. 
It is not too late to take part, if not with fruit and veg then with baking 
or preserves (cakes etc. to be covered), or perhaps the photography 
section. Under 18’s are encouraged to snap a portrait – I’m sure it 
doesn’t have to be human! Schedules are still available at Wenhaston 
Village Hall. 
Don’t forget to deliver your potato in a bucket at 10.30 on the morning 
of the show. Bring your scarecrows to the carpark so that they will be 
on hand to keep an eye on things. 
So, you see, there is life after the Jubilee!!                           Felicity Jelliff 

 

Halesworth Dementia Carers’ Fund 
(Charity No. 11770477) 

 
Notice of A.G.M. 
This will be held on Monday 11th July at the 
Angel Hotel in The Stables from 2.00 – 4.00. 
All are welcome, and refreshments will be 
served at 3.00, after the AGM. 
Monthly Report 
The Ladies’ Lunch Club met again on 17th 

May. £60 was raised for our funds. The next lunch will be at The Angel 
Hotel on 21st June, 12.30 for 1.00. If you would like to come along 
please contact Arlette Smith on 01986 469101. Jill Denny, the leader of 
the Melody Makers Choir presented our Chair, Teresa Fyfe, with a 
cheque for £65 at a recent rehearsal. Jill continues to sell her hand-
made cards at our bi-monthly film matinee and at various outlets 
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through the town, and we are very grateful to her for her continued 
support. 
Activity Groups 
The Community/Memory Café and Seated Music and Movement 
Groups have both got off to a great start. Both are being very well 
supported and are providing a wonderful outlet for our families. 
The Singing with Friends and Art and Craft groups continue to be 
popular and well supported. 
All our groups are free of charge and open to people with memory 
problems and their carers. For more information about any of these 
activities please phone Teresa Fyfe on 01986 875641. 
Film Matinee 
Our film matinee in July will be “The Duke” starring Jim Broadbent and 
Helen Mirren. It will be on July 20th at 2.00pm – look out for posters 
around the town. 
White Swan 
The White Swan are very graciously holding raffles for HDCF, and 
during the month of May their patrons have raised £180. Very well 
done, and many thanks.                                                               John Wood   

 
If you go down to the woods today... 

 
Warmer weather has reached Blyth Woods - and all of us -  at last. The 
bluebells may have faded with spring's end but there are other 
surprises to be found in the summer-green trees of Vicarage Grove.   
One of our Group heard the notes of a rare Golden Oriole's song a 
month ago, in the morning, just a little after the dawn chorus.  You 
hardly ever see these exotic, secretive birds, merely a flash of a bright 
yellow body among the trees' high canopy. Their song is a pure, rich, 
fluting whistle, with a questioning note. They are migrating birds and, 
sadly, it was probably on its way past us to Europe and then on to 
winter in central or southern Africa. But for one fleeting instance, it 
brought magic. 
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However, we never forget our other common but much loved species. 
We put up twelve nesting boxes in Grove Piece and eleven have been 
used. The good news is that nine of these have fledged successful 
broods of blue and great tits. The nesting boxes put up by the 
Commons Group in Vicarage Grove have also been very successful, 

and by the time of the next issue we may 
have news about a rare plant species 
identified in Malster's Pond. Watch this 
space!  
 

Two dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 6th July, 6 pm: a work party to 
weed in Malsters/Grove Piece. 
Not particularly strenuous. All hands 
needed! Just come along. (Further 
details:blythwoods1@gmail.com) 
Sunday 24th July: 
The Village Show, 2 pm, where we'll have 
two tables of interesting items and 
activities on display. Do visit us!               

www.blythwoods.org                                                                                          
 

Community Partnership News 
 

Community Partnership has so far distributed 370 free oral health 
packs to local primary schoolin to help encourage good oral hygiene 
amongst Year 6s (11-year-olds). The packs include a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, 2-minute timer and information sheet. Packs will also be 
delivered to scout groups for 11-year-olds and food banks/pantries. 
This will help support in this area for families in need. Lastly, watch out 
for updates on infomarket/marketplace events taking place in market 
towns; a great way to pick up information and advice about 
projects/groups/services running in the area! For more information on 
any of the above, please contact Sam.Kenward@eastsuffolk.gov.uk.  

mailto:Sam.Kenward@eastsuffolk.gov.uk


13 
 

 

Heady Conduct present  

TIRESIAS  

ANCIENT GREEK MYTHS IN SUFFOLK’S WOODLAND AMPHITHEATRE 

Tiresias may be blind, but they have seen more than you or I in their 600 
years of life. When Hera rips out Tiresias’ eyes, Zeus grants them the gift to 
predict the future. At the heart of this production lies the question: “If you could 
know your future, would you want to?”Tiresias is a captivating piece of 
physically storytelling, told by one actor and one musician, weaving together 
Greek myths and legends and giving Tiresias a story of their own.  

★★★★★ “This is a company which is on a path to a glorious future” UK 

Theatre Network 

Date & Time: 2 July 2022, 7.00pm - 8.40pm 
Price: £13- £20, Family £63 

Venue: Thorington Theatre, Thorington, Suffolk, IP17 3RB 
Booking: www.thoringtontheatre.co.uk/events/tiresias-2nd-july-2022 

Heady Conduct Theatre: www.headyconduct.com/tiresias/ 

 
Thorington Theatre Thank You 

 
A big thank you for the feature last month for the fundraising concert 
at Thorington Theatre for British Divers Marine Life Rescue.  
It was a huge success & raised £1506-55.                         Marie Young  
 

 

http://www.thoringtontheatre.co.uk/events/tiresias-2nd-july-2022
http://www.headyconduct.com/tiresias/
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More Jubilee Photos 
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Photographs by Viv Kemp and Lyn Gedney 
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Our Village Football Club 

When I chatted to Dougie Canham (Manager) about the life and times 
of Wenhaston United Football Club, I was surprised to hear the earliest 
mention of football in Wenhaston was in 1644; but perhaps I shouldn’t 
have been - hasn’t football always been part of English village life? 
Are there old records of teams and matches? 
Dougie: ‘Yes, written records from 1898, with gaps here and there. I’ve 
been keeping a record since I started playing in 1983. If you’re 
interested, you should read the Green Book’ (a fascinating account of 
village football in Wenhaston and surrounding villages written by 
Andrew Jackson in 1993)  
How is the Club getting on these days? 
Dougie: ‘Well, let’s start with the facilities. We’ve got a good ground 
right in the middle of the village, and a pretty good clubhouse, which 
we’ve been recently upgrading……… It’s important to note that the 
Club are the ‘custodians’ of the clubhouse and pitch, and we welcome 
other groups to use them for playing and training. We have played in 
the Suffolk & Ipswich League, Junior Division 1 for the last 4 years…. 
How many of the players are from the village? 
Dougie: ‘Only a couple; a few years ago we had 10 from Wenhaston. 
These days there are so many other things going on competing for 
their time, and many lads move on and away from the village…….. We 
have players from Yoxford, Halesworth, and even coming down from 
Lowestoft!  
What makes a village football team like Wenhaston ‘tick’? 
Dougie: ‘It’s important to keep the spirit of village football going, and 
make sure it gives continuity from generation to generation.’ 
When does the season start? 
Dougie: ‘We kick off with pre-season friendlies – at home on July 16, 
30, August 6th and 13th’ 
Dougie would love to hear from anyone (over 16) who would like to 
train, play, or just lend a hand. He can be contacted on 07771517765                                       
                                                                                                  Wil Harvey 
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Jubilee Celebrations – A Note of Thanks from Arthur and 
Sheila Musk 

It was with great pride on Sunday 5th June that we started the village 
procession from the Star Inn car park and headed up through the 
village, led by John Levy, with many villagers waving and cheering us 
past the village hall, up to Myrtles and back to the hall, where a big 
crowd was waiting. Mr. Chris Stone, head teacher of Wenhaston 
school, gave a short speech and unveiled the plaques to cheers and 
applause. From there the procession continued to the playing-field, 
where tables of wonderful food awaited some very happy children. 
Tea, cake and a lovely BBQ fed the rest of us, with the odd glass of 
beer. Musical entertainment came from the Black Deek Band and the 
Ukulele Group. This day was made possible by many people, from 
making cakes to quietly helping in the back ground. THANKS TO YOU 
ALL!                                                                     Arthur and Sheila Musk 

 
Flower Club 

 
 On Tuesday 7th June over thirty 
Wenhaston Flower Club members 
and friends enjoyed a very pleasant 
and interesting evening at Broome 
Beck Meadow, hosted by the 
delightful owners Lucy and Richard 
Seppings. 
 Lucy shared her plans for her 
conservation project. She is also a 
trained florist and has a large cutting 

garden which she uses for her bouquets. Our July meeting is traditionally a 
garden party or a cream tea and we are delighted that Jane Bastows is 
hosting a garden party for us. That will have happened by the time this goes 
to press. We do not meet in August but the September meeting is as usual in 
Wenhaston village hall on Tuesday 6th at 7. 30pm.We will be welcoming New 
Beginnings from Bungay. For more information, please contact Jackie 
Chenery 01502 478401. 
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Grand Total Ukraine Fundraising! 

With the auction sale of the donated weaving realising an amazing £20,000, 

the grand total of our village Ukraine appeal was 

the magnificent sum of £23, 438.92.  Many thanks 

to all who helped organise and, not least, to our 

generous supporters!  And don’t forget, there are 

still several very good pictures for sale in the village 

hall with all proceeds still going to the 

Appeal.                                                                                                         Wil Harvey

               

Wenhaston Village Hall 100 Club - Winners for June 2022 
 

The Wenhaston Village Hall 100 Club June draw was made and we 
are delighted to announce the winners: 

• 1st prize     Helen Siddle       (number 121)       £37.50 

• 2nd prize   Terry Grimwade   (number 37)        £22.50 

• 3rd prize    Micky Bird                (number 73)         £15.00 

Congratulations to all!  It's never too late to sign up! A chance to win 
a prize costs just £1 a month - our accounting year starts in 
September so anyone wishing to join now, the fee is £12 for the 
period to end August 2023.  Please pay by cash or cheque, made 
payable to Wenhaston Village Hall 100 Club, and hand in, clearly 
marked with your name, in an envelope to Jane at the Post Office 
(thank you Jane for being our collecting person!) 

                                            All enquiries please phone Trish on 478078 
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St Peter’s Church 
 

Congratulations to those who organised the Jubilee Celebrations! The 
events went very well and were well attended. The service in church to 
thank Her Majesty for 70 years of loyal service was lovely and very 
fitting, thanks to Alison. The church ran a Tombola on the playing field 
and was soon sold out. Thank you so much to all who contributed 
prizes.  We made it quite easy for the children to win and raised £47 
for church funds. 
Following our successful Plant Sale, Margaret Goldstone very kindly 
sold the remaining plants at her gate and raised another £130, making 
the final total to just over £600. Thank you, Margaret, and all who 
purchased plants. 
On Sunday 24th July, the church is providing and serving refreshments 
at the Village Show.  We should be very grateful for any cakes, please. 
An early notice is that the Two St Peter’s Quiz will be on Friday 21st 
October, so please put this date in your diaries and think about getting 
a team together.  Phil and Denise have very kindly agreed to organise 
this once again and we are very grateful. 
Our condolences to Trish and all her family on the sad loss of Marjorie. 
She will be sadly missed, a lovely lady.                Margaret Bloomfield 

 
 

Services for July 
 

3rd July  Team Service, Halesworth 10am 
10th July Holy Communion Bramfield 10am 

17th July Holy Communion Wenhaston 10am 
24th July Pause for Thought Wenhaston 10am 
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