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Abstract 

Wenhaston with Mells Hamlet Parish council has decided to undertake the process of 

producing a Neighbourhood Development Plan, as defined in the Localism Act 2011. 

This plan is to create a vision for the development and use of land within Wenhaston with 

Mells from 2015 to 2030 related to the views of the residents of the area. 

The initial stage of the Neighbourhood Development Plan process is to identify issues and 

concerns of parishioners but also community assets and aspirations. This information has 

been used to develop a ‘vision’ and ‘objectives’ that have been interpreted into a draft 

plan for the future of the Parish. 

As a stage of the process leading to a ‘made’ plan the draft plan is subjected to 

consultation and assessment process. The first stage of this process consultation has been 

carried out between October 1
st
 and November 12

th
 2016, and comments have been 

returned for assessment and implementation into the plan where, and if, appropriate. 

A comment received suggested that a Strategic Environmental Assessment, (SEA), 

Screening may be required as a result of plan proposals if they consider land allocation. 

Whilst land allocation has not been made by the plan an assessment has been performed 

to identify the lack of need for such a screening for clarification. This report records this 

assessment. 
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1. Introduction  

This screening report has been prepared to assist in the determination of Wenhaston 

with Mells Hamlet, (WwMH), Neighbourhood Plan. It is undertaken to inform the 

determination process as set out in Regulation 5 and 9 of the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004) which requires that either 

Suffolk Coastal District Council, (SCDC),  planning department or the 

Neighbourhood Plan Group determines whether or not a plan is likely to have 

significant effects. Part of this process includes consulting with statutory bodies and 

to consider whether the plan complies with the Habitats Directive (Directive 

92/43/ECC) and Birds Directive (Directive 79/409/EEC). and also to meet the ‘Basic 

Conditions’ for Neighbourhood Development Plans set out in the Town and Country 

Planning Act 1990.  

It is a requirement to consult with the three statutory environmental organisations: 

 English Heritage 

 Natural England  

 The Environment Agency 

 for their opinions and comments, which are included in Appendix A. 

The English Heritages comments to strengthen the plan policies have been 

incorporated 

The Natural England comments do not foresee any adverse effect on the natural 

environment. 

The Environment Agency provided only generic comment with no issues highlighted. 

2. Vision and Objectives 

The Vision and objective statements for the WwMH Neighbourhood Plan are as set 

out below. 

Vision Statement 

The Neighbourhood Plan will have at its core the ambition to enhance the lives of 

residents by protecting the rural identity of the Parish of Wenhaston with Mells 

Hamlet, its scenic beauty, the balance of built and natural landscape, tranquillity and 

safety. In Wenhaston it will support community infrastructure, provide sufficient 

housing stock to meet the requirements generated by local needs and promote 

sustainable development. This will ensure a continued vibrant, safe and supportive 

village community. 
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Objectives 

1  Environment. 

1a. To protect and enhance wildlife habitats. 

1b. To protect and enhance the Wenhaston commons and footpath 

network. 

1c. Encourage the reduction of the risk of flooding.  

2  Development 

2a. To protect the AONB from adverse development. 

2b. To limit new housing to within the development boundary. 

2c. To limit new housing to that appropriate in tenure, size, design and in a 

quantity appropriate to local need in line with National and District 

policy. 

3  Amenities and facilities. 

3a. To protect and enhance village amenities and public facilities and services 

including Broadband, the Playing Field and equipment, the Post Office and the 

Village Hall. 

3b. Identify and promote measures to improve road safety and improve public 

transport. 

4.  Character, history and heritage 

4a To protect and enhance buildings, spaces and views important to the character 

of the parish, both within and outside the physical limits for the benefit of 

residents and visitors and education of future generations. 

3. Context 

A  neighbourhood plan proposal is more likely to require a SEA where:  

 a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development –  

 the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that 

may be affected by the proposals in the plan –  

 the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects 

that have not already been considered and dealt with through a 

sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan. 

The Wenhaston with Mells Hamlet Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites, 

but there are some sensitive assets which need considering, The SCDC Local Plan 

(July 2013) has been through a sustainability appraisal under the Planning and 

Compulsory Purchase Act (2004). The latest appraisal took place in May 2013 
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and the Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have significant environmental effects 

not included in the Local Plan. 

4. Environmental Context 

Within the physical limits of the parish there is an Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, (AONB), (Appendix D, Map 1), toward the eastern edge which then 

extends eastwards to the coast and there are Special Landscape Areas, (SLA), 

(Appendix D, Map 2), at the northern and southern fringes. Additionally, there are 

five commons around the perimeter of Wenhaston Village which have 

considerable wildlife value. They contain a number of animal species that have 

National Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) and areas of lowland heath, which is a 

threatened habitat, also with a national BAP.  

5. Consultation 

Consultations have taken place throughout the process of developing the WwMH 

Neighbourhood Plan. They have included widespread public consultation, 

business consultation, interested party consultation and statutory bodies. 

Protection of the environment was key in all of these consultations and support by 

the various consultees was emphatic and overwhelming. 

7. Screening for SEA (Appendix B) 

The procedure for screening set out by the Strategic Environmental Screening, 

(SEA), regulations are as follows: 

 Assess the likely effects of the plan  

 Conclude whether the plan requires SEA  

 If no, consult the consultation bodies  

 Final determination  

8. Assessment Arrangements (Appendix C) 

This detail application of the SEA Directive to plans and illustrates the screening 

process based on the flowchart presented in ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic 

Environmental Assessment Directives’ 

9. Assessment Responses for the WwMH Neighbourhood Plan, (NP) 

Stage from Flowchart Above Response Explanation 

1. Is the plan subject to 

preparation and/or adoption by 

a national, regional or local 

authority OR prepared by an 

authority for adoption through a 

YES The preparation of and adoption of the NP is 

allowed under the Localism Act 2011.The 

NP is prepared by Wenhaston with Mells 

Hamlet Parish Council and will be made by 

SCDC. The preparation of NP is subject to 
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legislative procedure by 

Parliament or Government? 

(Art. 2(a)) 

The Neighbourhood Planning (General) 

Regulations 2012 and the NPPF. 

2. Is the plan required by 

legislative, regulatory or 

administrative provisions? (Art. 

2(a)) 

YES The NP is not compulsory but it will form 

part of the Development Plan for the Parish 

of Wenhaston with Mells Hamlet and will 

be read in conjunction with the SCDC Local 

Plan 2013 which is required by the NPPF. 

3. Is the plan prepared for 

agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 

energy, industry, transport, 

waste management, water 

management, 

telecommunications, tourism, 

town and country planning or 

land use AND 

does it set a framework for 

future development consent of 

projects in Annexes I and II to 

the EIA Directive? (Art. 3.2(a)) 

YES The NP contains policies on agriculture, 

energy, industry, transport, water 

management, telecommunications, tourism 

and town and country planning and sets a 

framework for future development. 

 

4. Will the plan, in view of its 

likely effect on sites, require an 

assessment under Article 6 or 7 

of the Habitats Directive? (Art. 

3.2(b)) 

N/A The plan is unlikely to have any adverse 

effect on the environment. 

5. Does the plan determine the 

use of small areas at local level 

OR 

Is it a minor modification of a 

PP subject to Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3) 

YES The NP considers planning and development 

at a local level. 

6. Does the plan set the 

framework for future 

development consent of projects 

(not just projects in Annexes to 

the EIA Directive)? (Art 3.4) 

YES The purpose of a Neighbourhood Plan is to 

establish planning policy and consent 

requirements for development within the 

neighbourhood area. 

7. Is the plan's sole purpose to 

serve national defence or civil 

emergency, OR  Is it a financial 

or budget PP  OR  Is it co-

financed by structural funds or 

EAGGF programmes 2000 to 

2006/7? (Art. 3.8, 3.9) 

NO None of these factors apply to the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

8. Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on the 

environment (Art 3.5) 

NO The NP is unlikely to have a significant 

effect on environmental parameters. The 

closest Ramsar site to the neighbourhood 

area is located approximately 1.5km from 

the boundary. Although the parish contains 

an AONB to the east and Special Landscape 

Areas to the north and south, because of  the 

low level of development proposed under 
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the NP, it is unlikely to have any significant 

impact on these landscape designations or 

the environment as a whole. Furthermore, 

no adverse impacts are expected as the NP 

supports the maintenance and continued 

designation of all wildlife sites, commons 

and green spaces within the parish.  

Additionally, social and cultural 

environmental parameters are also 

considered under the Plan and the 

implementation of the Plan aims to enhance 

the existing provision. 

10. Conclusions 

 The scope of the WwMH Neighbourhood Plan does not include the allocation of 

sites for development and is planning development limited to small scale infill 

only The Plan also encourages and supports the protection and enhancement of 

existing habitats and so it is concluded that the Plan will have no likely significant 

effects and therefore a SEA is not required. It is also concluded that the plan will 

have no likely significant effects on the Ramsar site and therefore an HRA is not 

required.   
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Historic England Response 1 
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Historic England Response 2 
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Natural England Comments 
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Environment Agency Response 1 
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Environment Agency Response 2 
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Fig 1 Screening Process from the SEA Toolkit 
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Fig 2 Detail Application of the SEA Directive Flowchart 
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Map 1 – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (A.O.N.B) 

  

      A.O.N.B              Parish Administrative Boundary  
‘Wenhaston with Mells Hamlet Parish Council host this map on behalf of SCDC for the purposes of the neighbourhood plan, no other uses permitted’  

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2012 Ordnance Survey 100019684 
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Map 2 – Special Landscape Area (SLA) 

 

         S.L.A              Parish Administrative Boundary  
‘Wenhaston with Mells Hamlet Parish Council host this map on behalf of SCDC for the purposes of the neighbourhood plan, no other uses permitted’  

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2012 Ordnance Survey 100019684 
 


